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SIX COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS IN PUTNAM, ROCKLAND 
AND WESTCHESTER COUNTIES RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR 
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ON OLDER NEW YORKERS’ DAY  

 
New York State Office for the Aging celebrates Older New Yorkers’ Day with video 
presentation recognizing 90 honorees statewide for their service 
 
Six exceptional community volunteers from Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester 
Counties were recently honored by the New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) 
for their exceptional service to older adults and others.  
 
Susan Burcroff of Brewster, Arthur Carlson of Brewster, William Greenawalt of 
Hartsdale, Deborah Moorehead of Elmsford, Virginia Norfleet of Haverstraw and Elsa 
Seguinot of Nanuet were nominated by their county Area Office on Aging for 
recognition at NYSOFA’s annual Older New Yorkers’ Day celebration. 
 
The virtual celebration premiered November 5 on social media, with a video 
presentation featuring approximately 90 honorees from around the state, along with 
remarks from state officials.   
 

• Burcroff is an integral member of the Brewster Community Food Pantry, applying 
her extensive leadership and organizational skills. Since 2008, she’s served 
hundreds of volunteer hours annually, including the last 13 years as the pantry’s 
co-president.  

 
• After witnessing the help that Putnam County and its senior center provided his 

own father, Carlson committed himself to giving back: Today, Carlson drives 
older adults and those with mobility impairments to medical appointments. He 
spends hundreds of hours annually to assist seniors in Putnam County.  

 
• Greenawalt has served as board member of Legal Services of the Hudson 

Valley and the Theodore D. Young Community Center in Greenburgh, New York. 
He has also served on the Westchester White-Tailed Deer Impact and Forest 
Regeneration Citizens’ Task Force. A Democratic candidate for Congress in 
1974, he participated in the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom and often performs pro bono legal work for clients who are unable to 
pay.  
 



• Moorehead is an outstanding advocate for grandparents and other relatives 
raising grandchildren (known as kinship families) in Westchester County. She 
has been a GrandPower Advocate for the past nine years, a project which trains 
seniors to organize neighborhood-based advocacy efforts on behalf of kinship 
families.  
 

• Norfleet is the founder of a community organization called the Haverstraw African 
American Connection. Its mission is to research, recover, preserve, and teach 
the rich culture and contributions of African Americans, with emphasis on the 
African American people of Haverstraw. She is an inductee of the Civil Rights 
Hall of Fame and is the first Black History Month recipient in the Village of 
Haverstraw.  
 

• Seguinot has committed more than three decades of her life to public service. 
She served the Clarkstown community by sitting on several Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA) school committees, including board president, and was the 
Girl Scout of America troop leader for 12 years. Seguinot was honored by the 
PTA with both the Distinguished Service and Lifetime Membership Awards. She 
has also been an active member of the Rockland County Police Hispanic 
Society, including being named the organization's first female president.  

  
    
For a more detailed profile of each exceptional honoree, please see the award program 
book and get a link to NYSOFA’s video presentation on our Older New Yorkers’ Day 
landing page at https://aging.ny.gov/older-new-yorkers-day-2021-epk. 
 
Michael Cunningham, Executive Director for the Office for Senior Resources at 
Putnam County, said: “Our Putnam SeniorCorps volunteers are models of successful 
aging. They invest their time, commitment, and efforts by volunteering in over 40 
locations throughout our wonderful county. This year, we are honored to recognize 
Susan Burcroff and Arthur Carlson for their dedicated service before and during the 
pandemic. Susan is Co-President at the Brewster Community Food Pantry and Arthur is 
a Demand Response Medical Transportation driver. We gladly take this opportunity to 
express our praise and thanks to all of our volunteers in Putnam County for touching so 
many lives in so many ways and making our community a better place to live.”  
 
Tina M. Cardoza-Izquierdo, Director of the Rockland County Office for the Aging, 
said: "Virginia Norfleet, founder of the Haverstraw African American Connection, has 
received over 70 awards for her work in the community, promoting knowledge, 
acceptance, and appreciation of the African American experience through her abundant 
public outreach events, exhibits, and community initiatives. During the pandemic, she 
graciously contributed her time and energy to assist with our food and PPE distribution 
events. Elsa Seguinot is an active member of the Rockland County Hispanic Law 
Enforcement Organization, which partners with and supports local organizations, 
charities, and programs. Elsa has been deeply involved in the local Hispanic 
community, working effectively to make changes for the better. She volunteered at the 
Senior COVID Vaccination Call Center to assist Rockland County seniors obtaining 
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COVID-19 vaccinations. Elsa and Ginny dedicate themselves to promoting 
humanitarian efforts and continue to give selflessly to Rockland County. We are 
extremely grateful for their efforts to help others and improve the quality of life for our 
county’s citizens." 
 
Mae Carpenter, Commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Senior 
Programs and Services, said: “It gives Westchester County and the Department of 
Senior Programs and Services great pleasure in supporting the nominations of both 
Deborah Moorehead and William Greenawalt for recognition at the New York State 
Office for the Aging Annual Older New Yorkers’ Day celebration. Despite these 
challenging times, our residents have found multiple ways to help one another and to 
remain connected. Congratulations to Deborah Moorhead and William Greenawalt for 
communicating in so many ways the value they represent in Westchester County.” 
 
New York State Office for the Aging Director Greg Olsen said: “Older adults 
contribute mightily to their communities. These individuals are a great reason why New 
York lives up to its designation as an age-friendly state – the first in the nation to receive 
this distinction. Older New Yorkers not only help their peers in the same age group, but 
also families and youths as well, with a level of voluntary contribution that is unmatched 
by any other demographic group. We are so proud to celebrate their incredible 
contributions. We thank them for their wisdom, their talents, their mentorship, and their 
service.” 
 
Throughout New York State, over 935,000 individuals age 55 or older contribute 
approximately 495 million hours of service to their communities annually. This translates 
into an annual economic output of $13.8 billion.  
 
People over the age of 50 also account for the majority of volunteering, philanthropy, 
and donation activities in the U.S. Older New Yorkers and Baby Boomers make up 63 
percent – $379 billion – of all the household income generated in New York State, 
supporting local businesses and schools while contributing significantly to the local and 
state economy.   
 
About the New York State Office for the Aging and Health Across All 
Policies/Age-Friendly New York 
 
The New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) continuously works to help the 
state’s 4.3 million older adults be as independent as possible for as long as possible 
through advocacy, development and delivery of person-centered, consumer-oriented, 
and cost-effective policies, programs, and services that support and empower older 
adults and their families, in partnership with the network of public and private 
organizations that serve them. 
 
New York is nationally recognized for being the first age-friendly state in the nation. 
Using the state’s Prevention Agenda as the overarching framework, in 2017, New York 
launched a Health Across All Policies approach, where public and private partners work 

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/prevention_agenda/2019-2024/
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/prevention_agenda/health_across_all_policies/


together to positively impact population health by marrying health care, preventive 
health, and community design, in concert with addressing social determinants of health, 
to improve the lives of all New Yorkers, young and old. 
 
Stay connected—visit the NYSOFA Facebook page; follow @NYSAGING on Twitter 
and NYSAging on Instagram; or visit aging.ny.gov. 
 

### 
 
 
CONTACT: 
Roger Noyes – (518) 549-8983 (office); (518) 265-2864 (cell) 
communications@aging.ny.gov 
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