
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
11/8/21 
 

TWO COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS IN ERIE AND NIAGARA 
COUNTIES HONORED FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 

ON OLDER NEW YORKERS’ DAY  
 
New York State Office for the Aging celebrates Older New Yorkers’ Day with video 
presentation recognizing 90 honorees statewide for their service 
 
Two exceptional community volunteers from Erie and Niagara Counties were recently 
honored by the New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) for their exceptional 
service to older adults and others in the community.  
 
Daniel Hunter of Lockport and Arthur Walier of Lake View were nominated by their 
county Area Offices on Aging for recognition at NYSOFA’s annual Older New Yorkers’ 
Day celebration. 
 
The virtual celebration premiered November 5 on social media, with a video 
presentation featuring approximately 90 honorees from around the state, along with 
remarks from state officials.   
 

• Hunter began a lifetime of volunteer work 36 years ago when he joined the Civil 
Air Patrol, which searches for planes and pilots that have disappeared or sent a 
distress signal. He retired from the patrol in 2015 but is now active in many other 
volunteer efforts that have even earned him a “Hometown Hero” award. Today, 
Hunter assists the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) as a first line 
of assistance in an emergency before the arrival of first responders. He and his 
wife, Linda, were also recently recognized for their tireless work helping Niagara 
County residents get vaccinated for COVID-19. In all kinds of weather and on his 
feet all day, Hunter helped vaccinate area residents at county health department 
distribution points. He is also a maintenance helper and usher at the historic 
Palace Theatre in Lockport.  
 

• Through his selfless commitment to Operation Good Neighbor, Walier has 
helped his neighbors in the close-knit Evans-Angola area by providing access to 
a local food pantry with two locations run entirely by volunteers. He is a hands-on 
leader, overseeing up to 75 volunteers every week. Walier and his volunteer 
team, which includes many older adults, adapted their operation to the pandemic, 
shifting to a drive-through program. It provides up to 80,000 meals per year in a 
small community. Walier continues to push the organization to serve more by 



increasing partnerships with local churches and other groups. His efforts make it 
possible for dozens of volunteers to find a meaningful way to give back to their 
community, and for his neighbors to get vital nutrition. 

 
For a more detailed profile of each exceptional honoree, please see the award program 
book and get a link to NYSOFA’s video presentation on our Older New Yorkers’ Day 
landing page at https://aging.ny.gov/older-new-yorkers-day-2021-epk.  
 
David Shenk, Commissioner, Erie County Senior Services, said: “Erie County 
Department of Senior Services is proud to recognize the many years of service of Art 
Walier. Honoring Art this year is especially meaningful, as 20 years ago his daughter, 
Margaret Walier-Seeliger, was working on the hundredth floor of the World Trade 
Center’s South Tower when the planes hit. Margaret gave up her place on an elevator 
to one of her coworkers and took the stairs, but while those on the elevator escaped, 
Margaret did not. Margaret’s incredible legacy of selfless service is reflected in her 
father, who is one of the cornerstone volunteers at Operation Good Neighbor. During 
the pandemic, Art served as both the volunteer Director of Operations and as a pantry 
assistant, ensuring that neighbors in his rural community of Evans, Angola, and Lake 
View were able to access food on a weekly basis. With over 700 hours of service during 
the pandemic, Art is an incredible example of an RSVP volunteer and the definition of a 
good neighbor.”  
 
Darlene DiCarlo, Director of the Niagara County Office for the Aging, said: "We are 
proud of the contributions made by older New Yorkers like Daniel Hunter. His work has 
truly been heroic, coming to the aid of his community during emergencies and 
protecting the public by assisting at vaccination sites in our fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic. We love our older adults in Niagara County and encourage others to follow 
Daniel Hunter’s example by getting involved and helping to strengthen our community 
through volunteerism." 
 
New York State Office for the Aging Director Greg Olsen said: “Older adults 
contribute mightily to their communities. These individuals are a great reason why New 
York lives up to its designation as an age-friendly state – the first in the nation to receive 
this distinction. Older New Yorkers not only help their peers in the same age group, but 
also families and youths as well, with a level of voluntary contribution that is unmatched 
by any other demographic group. We are so proud to celebrate their incredible 
contributions. We thank them for their wisdom, their talents, their mentorship, and their 
service.” 
 
Throughout New York State, over 935,000 individuals age 55 or older contribute 
approximately 495 million hours of service to their communities annually. This translates 
into an annual economic output of $13.8 billion.  
 
People over the age of 50 also account for the majority of volunteering, philanthropy, 
and donation activities in the U.S. Older New Yorkers and Baby Boomers make up 63 
percent – $379 billion – of all the household income generated in New York State, 
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supporting local businesses and schools while contributing significantly to the local and 
state economy.   
 
About the New York State Office for the Aging and Health Across All 
Policies/Age-Friendly New York 
 
The New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) continuously works to help the 
state’s 4.3 million older adults be as independent as possible for as long as possible 
through advocacy, development and delivery of person-centered, consumer-oriented, 
and cost-effective policies, programs, and services that support and empower older 
adults and their families, in partnership with the network of public and private 
organizations that serve them. 
 
New York is nationally recognized for being the first age-friendly state in the nation. 
Using the state’s Prevention Agenda as the overarching framework, in 2017, New York 
launched a Health Across All Policies approach, where public and private partners work 
together to positively impact population health by marrying health care, preventive 
health, and community design, in concert with addressing social determinants of health, 
to improve the lives of all New Yorkers, young and old. 
 
Stay connected—visit the NYSOFA Facebook page; follow @NYSAGING on Twitter 
and NYSAging on Instagram; or visit aging.ny.gov. 
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