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SEVEN COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS IN HUDSON VALLEY 
HONORED FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ON OLDER 

NEW YORKERS’ DAY  
 
New York State Office for the Aging celebrates Older New Yorkers’ Day with video 
presentation recognizing approximately 90 honorees for their service 
 
Seven exceptional community volunteers from Dutchess, Orange, Sullivan and Ulster 
Counties were recently honored by the New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) 
for their exceptional service to older adults and others in the community.  
 
William Bassett of Pine Bush, Judith Bromley of Olivebridge, Sue Kasofsky of 
Woodridge, Jane Luchsinger of Narrowsburg, Sue Van Oss of Lagrangeville, Michael 
Sawitsky of Poughkeepsie, and Betty Ann VanLeeuwen of Rock Tavern were all 
nominated by their county Area Offices on Aging for recognition at NYSOFA’s annual 
Older New Yorkers’ Day celebration. 
 
The virtual celebration premiered November 5 on social media, with a video 
presentation featuring approximately 90 honorees from around the state, along with 
remarks from state officials.  
 

• Bassett is an active member of the Wallkill-East Rotary who organizes the annual 
Circleville Middle School career fair, oversees the annual distribution of 
dictionaries through the Pine Bush elementary schools, and is always on the 
scene lending a hand with local roadside cleanup or a pancake breakfast 
fundraiser. 
 

• Bromley directs a program called REST which trains volunteers to become in-
home companions for frail individuals. During the pandemic, she began 
volunteering for Jewish Family Services and Ulster County Office for Aging, 
delivering meals, grocery shopping, checking in on isolated clients, conducting 
home visits and providing transportation assistance.  

 
• Kasofsky has spent more than ten years serving her community through Kiwanis, 

including many years as chair of its scholarship committee, which provides 
financial support to collegebound graduates of Fallsburg High School for 
acquiring books. 
 



• Luchsinger, a Tusten Town Councilwoman, has donated her time to Sullivan 
Renaissance, Bethel Woods, the Narrowsburg Beautification Group, the Western 
Sullivan Public Library-Tusten-Cochecton Branch, the Tusten Historical Society, 
the Lions Club, and many other organizations.  
 

• Throughout the pandemic, Van Oss has volunteered at least two days a week 
with the Dutchess County Office for the Aging, delivering meals to homebound 
individuals in Lagrange.  
 

• Sawitsky serves as New York State Ombudsman in nursing homes – a program 
which helps residents and families understand and exercise their rights to quality 
care – while also helping deliver meals to homebound individuals in Lagrange.  
 

• VanLeeuwen spearheaded the creation of the Washingtonville Kiwanis Club and 
is very active with the Rotary Club of Goshen, participating in almost every event 
that raises money for: scholarships, eradicating polio oversees, feeding those in 
need, and many other worthy causes.  

 
For a more detailed profile of each exceptional honoree, please see the award program 
book and get a link to NYSOFA’s video presentation on our Older New Yorkers’ Day 
landing page at https://aging.ny.gov/older-new-yorkers-day-2021-epk. 
 
Todd Tancredi, Director of the Dutchess County Office for the Aging, said: 
"Volunteering is a great way for seniors to remain active. The Dutchess County Office 
for the Aging could not provide many of our essential services without the hard work of 
hundreds of volunteers like Mike Sawitsky and Sue Van Oss, who are true champions 
for older adults. They bring their entire selves to this work, with great compassion and 
keen attention to each individual’s unique physical, environmental, health, or social 
needs which may require new or different forms of assistance with time. Their work 
benefits not just older adults, but all of our communities in Dutchess County." 
 
Ann Marie Maglione, Director of the Orange County Office for the Aging, said: “We 
are fortunate to have Dr. William Bassett and Betty Ann VanLeeuwen call Orange 
County home. These two selfless volunteers are the pillars of our community. Both Bill 
and Betty Ann chose education as their first careers. They helped form the minds of our 
future leaders and encouraged them to live up to their full potential. They went above 
and beyond by mentoring, tutoring, facilitating career days, flipping pancakes for 
fundraisers, talking to parents and discreetly purchasing clothing for those in need. 
When they retired from their educational careers, they continued with giving back to the 
community and made volunteering their second full-time jobs. Both are Rotarians and 
live their mission of ‘service over self.’ I personally thank them for their dedication and 
commitment to the community. They have made a difference in the lives of countless 
individuals and we are proud to be honoring them.” 
 
Lise-Anne Deoul, Director of Sullivan County’s Office for Aging, said: "Susan 
Kasofsky and Jane Luchsinger embody what makes Sullivan County a special place. A 
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sense of community – the bond of neighbors helping neighbors – is demonstrated 
strongly by all that they do. Their commitment to volunteerism is an important extension 
of the services offered by Sullivan County’s Office for Aging, increasing program 
capacity in ways that allow older adults in our community to remain safely at home, 
especially during these uncertain times. The work of volunteers like Susan Kasofsky 
and Jane Luchsinger shows that flexibility and coordination are key to the success of 
programs offering support. People of all ages are positively impacted by their volunteer 
efforts, which help build multi-generation-friendly communities." 
 
Susan Koppenhaver, Director of the Ulster County Office for the Aging, said: “In 
our nominee, we have the ultimate in volunteerism. Judith Bromley matches care 
receivers in need with caregivers willing to do the jobs – from one volunteer to another, 
keeping the spirit alive, and satisfying a critical community need. We value all 
volunteers who lend a hand in active service to help others, but we especially 
appreciate the work of individuals like Judith Bromley who go one step further by 
helping to build a sustainable network of help that extends beyond the abilities of any 
one person through training and mentorship of others.” 
 
New York State Office for the Aging Director Greg Olsen said: “Older adults 
contribute mightily to their communities. These individuals are a great reason why New 
York lives up to its designation as an age-friendly state – the first in the nation to receive 
this distinction. Older New Yorkers not only help their peers in the same age group, but 
also families and youths as well, with a level of voluntary contribution that is unmatched 
by any other demographic group. We are so proud to celebrate their incredible 
contributions. We thank them for their wisdom, their talents, their mentorship, and their 
service.” 
 
Throughout New York State, over 935,000 individuals age 55 or older contribute 
approximately 495 million hours of service to their communities annually. This translates 
into an annual economic output of $13.8 billion.  
 
People over the age of 50 also account for the majority of volunteering, philanthropy, 
and donation activities in the U.S. Older New Yorkers and Baby Boomers make up 63 
percent – $379 billion – of all the household income generated in New York State, 
supporting local businesses and schools while contributing significantly to the local and 
state economy.   
 
About the New York State Office for the Aging and Health Across All 
Policies/Age-Friendly New York 
 
The New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) continuously works to help the 
state’s 4.3 million older adults be as independent as possible for as long as possible 
through advocacy, development and delivery of person-centered, consumer-oriented, 
and cost-effective policies, programs, and services that support and empower older 
adults and their families, in partnership with the network of public and private 
organizations that serve them. 



 
New York is nationally recognized for being the first age-friendly state in the nation. 
Using the state’s Prevention Agenda as the overarching framework, in 2017, New York 
launched a Health Across All Policies approach, where public and private partners work 
together to positively impact population health by marrying health care, preventive 
health, and community design, in concert with addressing social determinants of health, 
to improve the lives of all New Yorkers, young and old. 
 
Stay connected—visit the NYSOFA Facebook page; follow @NYSAGING on Twitter 
and NYSAging on Instagram; or visit aging.ny.gov. 
 

### 
 
CONTACT: 
Roger Noyes – (518) 549-8983 (office); (518) 265-2864 (cell) 
communications@aging.ny.gov 
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