Press Release

For Immediate Release
(Name of county) Resident(s) Honored at Ceremony in Albany for Volunteer Service
(Name of town) resident(s) (nominee’s name) was (were) honored by the State of New York at the 2014 Senior Citizens’ Day event on May 6 in Albany.  New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) Acting Director Corinda Crossdale recognized (nominee’s name) for his/her contributions to enhance the lives of others in (county name) County.  The theme for the day was “Volunteerism and Community Service for a Better New York.”
Governor Andrew Cuomo declared May 6 as Older New Yorkers Appreciation Day in New York State.  In a letter to the honorees, the Governor said, “Today, we honor a group of wonderful seniors who are dedicated to serving their communities.  They illustrate the positive impact and power that volunteering can have on the life of one person or on the quality of life for an entire neighborhood.  I applaud and congratulate your honorees for their spirit of volunteerism, civic involvement and accomplishments over many years.”
Senior Citizens’ Day is organized annually by NYSOFA during May - the Older Americans Month.  The event is to recognize and celebrate outstanding older New Yorkers who have made positive changes in their communities.  “There are three million New Yorkers who volunteer every year for different services, but what you may not know is that over 700, 000 Older New Yorkers devote some 50 million hours of service to people in their community.  Today we’re honoring some of them for their outstanding service,” Director Crossdale said.
 Addressing the audience, Director Crossdale said: “We must draw inspiration from so many older persons who are helping each other to keep living with independence and dignity in the community. Our office estimates there are 700,000 older New Yorkers who are volunteering to help their peers, by delivering meals to the homebound and driving others to medical appointments.  Others volunteer at food pantries or mentor younger persons at schools.”

Attached is a picture of (nominee’s name) for your consideration.  (You can select and download pictures from the NYSOFA website at: http://www.aging.ny.gov/SeniorCitizensDay/SeniorCitizensDay.cfm
(Nominee’s name) was (were) nominated by (OFA Director’s name,) Director of the (county name) County Office for the Aging and her (his) staff.  The (county name) County Office for Aging assists older residents and their caregivers to access supportive services in order to live independent lives.
 

(Insert information about your office here.) 
The New York State Office for the Aging, in cooperation with county offices for aging across New York, helps to guide elders, their families and caregivers to opportunities that enhance their lives.  NYSOFA is also charged with advocating for older New Yorkers at every level of government and throughout our local communities. We are committed to conveying their views, protecting their rights and ensuring that their needs are addressed.  To learn more about Senior Citizens Month in New York State visit our web site: www.aging.ny.gov.

