NEWYORK | Office for
OPPORTUNITY. the Aging

Volunteering & Community Service
for a Better New York

GET INTO THE ACT//

Senior Citizens' Day
May 5, 2015

Hart Lounge -The EgQ
Albany, N



Senior Citizens’ Day 2015

The Hart Lounge @ The Egg
Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY

“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”
-- Mahatma Gandhi

Thank you for attending!

NYSOFA Staff
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May 3, 2015

Dear Friends:

It is a pleasure to send greetings to everyone gathered for the New York State Office for
the Aging Senior Citizens’ Day Celebration.

As we observe Older Americans Month, I want to commend and congratulate all of the
nominees being recognized for the contributions you have made to our great state. Your
community volunteering is what helps make New York State a better, stronger place for us all
and what makes us a family of New Yorkers.

This year’s Older Americans Month theme, “Get into the Act,” gives us the opportunity
to show that we’re all in this together. The work that you do to lift your community is part of
what continues to make New York a great state to live.

At the end of the day, we are one New York and your contributions bring that to life and
exemplify the phrase “E Pluribus Unum,” — “Out of Many, One.” It is the founding premise and
enduring promise that we inherited from our parents, and the promise of New York that we pass
on to our children. Your work, my friends, has made New York a better place to live, work, and
grow old.

Warmest regards and best wishes for a memorable celebration.

Sincerely,

s - s ¢ )
ANDREW M. CUOMO

WE WoRrk For THE PEOPLE
PERFORMANCE * INTEGRITY * PRIDE

ﬁ printed on recycled paper
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May 5, 2015

Dear Friends,

Each May, New York State and the nation celebrate Older Americans Month to
recognize older Americans for their contributions. This year, we are focusing on getting
and staying engaged in community life with the National theme being:

“Get Into the Act”

2015 is a historic year for older adults across the Nation; marking the 50th year of the
Older Americans Act; the 80" year of Medicare and Medicaid; and Social Security.
These programs have had a significant influence on programs that impact older persons
in the areas of health, economic security and the ability to maintain independence.

New York State ranks fourth in the nation representing almost 3.7 million people 60
years of age and older. Older New Yorker's are revered as active community members
with approximately 500,000 individuals over the age of 60 contributing over 100 million
hours of volunteer service at an economic value of approximately $3 billion annually.

The State of New York recognizes and appreciates the contributions of older residents
and works to encourage and support ongoing participation that furthers their goals and
accomplishments.

This year's awardees, remind us all that service is the greatest gift one can render. The
State of New York thanks you for your inspirational gift of giving and today we pay
tribute to you and the hundreds of thousand other powerful and vital citizens who greatly
contribute to this great state of New York.

“Sincerely,
; P / " /.,r/"
[ fbladiy At A
: . N

Corinda Crossdale

2 Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223-1251 | 518-474-4425 |www.aging ny.gov
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SUSAN SERINO

Senator, 4157 District

May 2015

Dear Friends:

It is my incredible honor as Chair of the Senate’s Aging Committee to join with you
today in celebration of your volunteerism and community service. As we recognize Older
Americans’ Month this May, today’s awardees, and nominees, are shining examples of
what makes New York so great.

1 am in awe of the varied accomplishments listed in today’s program. You have spent
your lives shaping the state we know and love today and I thank you for using your
unique and extensive knowledge to continue to improve it. Through your service you
have touched the lives of countless individuals and inspired citizens of all ages to play an
active role in bettering our communities.

On behalf of the New York State Senate, [ thank each and every one of you for your
commitment to making our communities better for the benefit of all New Yorkers.

Sincerely,

&bw

Sue Serino
NYS Senator
41" District
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STEVEN H. CYMBROWITZ
Assemblyman 45" District
Kings County

May 5, 2015

Dear Friends,

Today we recognize dedicated seniors from across New York State for their
outstanding service to their community. We honor those who help others and
make their communities better for citizens of all ages.

For all they have achieved throughout life and for all they continue to
accomplish, we owe older citizens our thanks and a heartfelt salute. We can
best demonstrate our gratitude by making sure that our communities are
good places in which to mature and age in place.

On behalf of the New York State Assembly I thank each and every one of our
dedicated volunteers for all their hours of service.

Sincerely,

e

Steven H. Cymbrowitz
Chairman
Committee on Aging






Thank you.

The New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) extends a
heart-felt thank you to the Association on Aging in New York for their
contribution to making Senior Day 2015 so successful.

It was the goal of NYSOFA to provide the extraordinary honorees
being recognized with a memorable experience and your generous

contribution - funding for the beautiful decorations - helped make that goal
a reality. You are truly appreciated.

_G
AGING

in New York
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Our Mission is to help older New Yorkers be as independent as
possible for as long as possible through advocacy, development and
delivery of person-centered, consumer-oriented, and
cost-effective policies, programs and services which support and
empower older adults and their families, in partnership with the
network of public and private organizations which serve them.

On the following pages are the 2015 Senior Citizens’ Day nominees for the
counties that we serve. We salute them for their contributions.

The following nominations were submitted by Area Agency on Aging (AAA)
Directors as an expression of their gratitude for the service of their volunteers.

NYSOFA would like to thank the AAA Directors for providing us with such
thoughtful submissions and allowing us to share them in this
commemorative booklet.



AWARDEE:

Michael Vincent
Albany County

Mike Vincent began volunteering as a teenager. In 1966 he joined the Berne Volunteer Fire
Department, where he is still active. Mike has also served as a Fire Commissioner, and
was a 22 year member of the Helderberg Rescue Squad. Mike has volunteered his time

to teach snowmobile safety for more than 40 years. He is currently a member of both the
Berne Youth Council and the Berne Conservation Planning Board. He has also served on
the Berne Summerfest committee. In his spare time, Mike has researched and helped to
restore some of Berne’s older cemeteries. Mike and his wife are also actively involved in
the Hilltowns Seniors and they are always willing to lend a hand to anyone in need.

How did he became involved in volunteering? Mike says he learned from his grandparents.
“They always believed in helping people who were in need of assistance,” he said.

According to Mike, there are always people both young and old who need help. Mike says
he enjoys the good feeling you get from helping others.

Mike is “almost” a native New Yorker. He was born in Panama, but moved to Altamont with
his family when he was one year old.

Mike and Sharon, his wife of 48 years, settled in Berne and raised their three daughters
there. Mike worked for the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation for more than 40 years. He was a maintenance worker, and a water and
sewer operator and maintenance supervisor. Mike worked at both the Thatcher State Park,
in Albany County, and at the Mine Kill State Park, in Schoharie County.

Office for

NEW YORK
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Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
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AWARDEE:

Karl Gohlke
Albany County

Karl Gohlke was born in Brooklyn and started his career as a Probation Officer in
Nassau County after graduating from Hofstra University. In 1964, he started work at the
New York State Department of Corrections. In 1971, he received his Masters of Social
Work from the University of Michigan. The following year, his job brought him to the Town
of Bethlehem where he and his wife Beth, raised their two children. They still reside in
the Albany area.

Karl was a troop leader and member of the Board of Directors of the Hudson Valley Girl
Scout Council. He once co-chaired a task force of community leaders in the Town of
Bethlehem that developed strategies for the interdiction of substance abuse.

Since retirement, he has volunteered in a number of programs through the SUNY Albany
Center for Excellence in Aging and Community Wellness, including OASIS, and he is a
certified ombudsman in the New York State Long Term Ombudsman Program.

He volunteers with the Capital Area Council of Churches and is Chairman of the
Emergency Overflow shelter committee. He was the 2012 recipient of the Third Age
Achievement Award from Senior Services of Albany.

Karl started volunteering with the idea of helping people. He enjoys people and helping
to solve people problems.

Office for
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AWARDEES:
Lee & Donna Ryan
Allegany County

Lee and Donna Ryan were active in the Parent Teacher Association at Alfred Aimond Central
Schools (AACS) for years — and they are both graduates of AACS, where all of their children
- and some of their grandchildren — attended. They are active in the AACS Alumni
Association and served as President and Secretary for 15 years. Donna writes the extensive
Alumni Newsletter. Last summer, they were inducted into the Humanitarian Hall of Fame of
AACS Alumni.

The Ryans were a part of the founding group of their church and Lee has served as an Elder
for more than 30 years, both as a teacher and in the music ministry. Donna has played piano
or organ for churches, at hundreds of weddings and funerals, and has served as an
accompanist for AACS choral groups for many years. She is presently accompanying the
school musical.

Lee was a co-founder in the “Maple City Barbershop Chorus” and Donna helped organize
and direct the “Sweet Adelines Chorus” in Hornell. They served on the board of Family Life
Ministries, and Gideons International. Lee was an Almond fireman/ambulance driver for 15
years and was the treasurer for the Aimond Boy Scouts. Donna was a den mother for Cub
Scouts. They serve as the Almond Historical Society President and Secretary, where Donna
writes the newsletter. Donna has written for the Hornell Evening Tribune and the Alfred Sun
newspapers for many years.

They worked together as agents for the Nationwide Insurance Co. for 33 years. In 1994, Lee
was inducted into the “Nationwide Hall of Fame”, an accomplishment he said would not have
been possible without his “partner for life” Donna.The Ryans live in Aimond and have lived in
Allegany County for all of their lives. They were high school sweethearts, and got married in
1958. They have three wonderful children, 10 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

The couple retired young but desired to continue to serve others. They demonstrate the
power of making a difference through civic engagement. They’re role models - and their

greatest passions still remain: “Faith, Family and Friends!” .
NEWYORK | Office for
the Aging

OPPORTUNITY.
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Corinda Crossdale, Director




AWARDEE:
Hattie Lucas

Bronx County

Hattie Lucas has worked extensively in the Co-op City Community organizing volunteer
activities and advocating for her community. She received an Award for Community Service
from the Dreiser Retirees in 2008 and the JPAC Dorothy Epstein Institute for Senior Action
Legacy Award in 2010. Hattie facilitated the Co-op City Intergenerational Outreach Center’s
Tutoring Program for elementary school students for three years (2008-2011).

She organized and facilitated “Preparing for College” Seminars for middle and high school
students and parents in the community. She also involves youth in an Annual Bake Sale to
raise funds to purchase holiday gifts for children in a Bronx shelter. She volunteered in 2001
for Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) preparing taxes for seniors. Hattie
volunteered for more than 10 years as the Program Director of the Co-op City Grandparent
Connection Program which is a program for grandparents and other relatives raising
children.

Hattie serves on the New York City Department for the Aging (DFTA) Advisory Board, Co-op
City NORC Advisory Board, Co-op City Intergenerational Outreach Center (CCIOC) Board
of Directors, Young Adult Success Program (YASP) Board of Directors, and the Bronx
Preparatory Charter School Parents Association Executive Board. She is a member of
Co-op City Baptist Church, Dreiser Retirees and Co-op City NAACP. She also serves on the
Youth Committee and the Community Affairs Committees in Co-op City.

Hattie was born in South Carolina and relocated to New York State when she was 12 years
old. As a child she lived in Brooklyn and Manhattan. Hattie is the proud mother of one son,
six grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. She is raising her 16 year old
granddaughter, Ashley.

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Corinda Crossdale, Director

Office for
the Aging




AWARDEE:
Maxine Lewis

Bronx County

For the past 21 years, Maxine Lewis has organized the “154/153 streets extended family
reunion” in Harlem. It is held on the second Saturday of July each year, and the event
attracts current and former residents from the neighborhood.

In 1992, Maxine volunteered to organize and produce a memorial tribute for legendary tap
dancer Charles “Honi” Coles held at the Apollo Theatre. Maxine’s “Apollo Kids”

segment was nominated for the NAACP Image Award in the early 1990s. She volunteers
every Thanksgiving and Christmas, serving food to the less fortunate at the National
Action Network in Harlem. As a member of Perfecting Faith Church in Freeport, Long
Island, Maxine served on the special events, public relations, and children’s church
committees for approximately 10 years.

Maxine was born and raised in Harlem but has lived in the Bronx for the past 30 years. She
began working for Inner City Broadcasting Corporation, the owners of many
African-American owned radio stations, in 1982. In 1984 she was appointed to be the talent
coordinator for the amateur segment of Showtime at the Apollo. Later, she became the
segment producer for both the “Amateur Night” and “Apollo Kids” segments. As the
producer of these segments, she traveled across the nation looking for talent to showcase.
She helped feature recognizable artists such as Ne-Yo, Jermaine Paul, Lyfe Jennings,
Jazmine Sullivan, Lauren Hill, and Canton Jones, among many others. She is currently
featured in a brief segment every Monday morning on Street Corner Resources on 90.3
WHCR FM radio, produced at City College. The segment features Maxine’s updates about
resources and activities available for older adults in the community.

“Volunteering helps me maintain my longevity, resilience,
stamina, and tenacity. As Abraham Lincoln said, ‘| believe
it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your NEW YORK
years.’ Volunteering has become my life!” JPORTUNITY

Office for
the Aging
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AWARDEE:
Dorothy Blasko

Broome County

Dorothy Blasko is currently the chairwoman of the board of directors at the Johnson City
Senior Center where she spends 15-20 hours per week volunteering. This past year,
when the center unexpectedly lost its center director, Dorothy stepped in full time for
several weeks. It was a challenging time for the center but thanks in part to Dorothy’s
leadership, the Johnson City Senior Center continues to be at the forefront in providing
senior services in the Broome community.

In addition to her work at the center, Dorothy volunteers in many other capacities. She
has delivered Meals on Wheels every week for the past 15 years, she teaches AARP
driving classes, she serves on the Broome County Status of Women Council, and has
been a literacy volunteer. Dorothy is also active in her church, where she serves on the
bereavement committee, parish council and Altar/Rosary Society.

Dorothy began volunteering after retiring from IBM in 2000. Her first activity was
delivering meals for Meals on Wheels in Binghamton. She soon found her way to
Johnson City Senior Center where she helped in the kitchen, worked as a bingo
volunteer, planned the center’s trips and updated the center’s website.

When asked about why she began volunteering, Dorothy explained that she likes to
volunteer to stay busy. Dorothy said she has made many friends throughout the
community. She greets everyone with a smile and is generous with her time and talents.

Dorothy grew up in Endicott. She attended Union Endicott High School and worked as a
technical secretary for almost 20 years. She lives in Johnson City and has one son and
four grandchildren.

Office for

NEW YORK
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AWARDEE:
Donna Turnbull

Broome County

Donna Turnbull started her extensive volunteer work as the Patient and Family
Administrator at the American Cancer Society where her responsibilities included working
with the Road to Recovery Program, scheduling volunteer drivers for individuals needing
transportation to medical appointments. Donna has also volunteered for United Health
Services the Ideal Living Center.

In 2006, Donna became a tax preparer and administrative coordinator for the AARP Tax
Assistance Program, and also has taken on the responsibility of electronically filing her
site’s tax returns. In 2013, Donna began volunteering for the Broome County OFA where
she has offered critical assistance in the office; helping out with important projects including
compiling the Sodium Reduction in Senior Meals Recipe Cookbook, updating ID
Applications at senior centers, and conducting telephone transportation study surveys.

Donna grew up in Binghamton. She graduated from Broome Community College (BCC)
where she was an honors student in the Business Program. During her time at BCC, Donna
was President of the Evening Students Association. Donna worked in various administrative
positions with New York State Electric and Gas for 27 years, and was the Administrative
Supervisor of Materials Management prior to retirement. Donna enjoys spending quality
time with her family and friends - whether it is going out to lunch, watching a favorite
television show, or playing challenging word games.

Donna said that she volunteers because she enjoys getting involved, sharing what she has
to offer, and experiencing hands-on activities. She has found that she enjoys voluntering
because she enjoys the chances to learn something new and she gets the opportunity to
work with all kinds of different people.

NEW YORK
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AWARDEE:

Judi Blair

Cattaraugus County

Judi Blair, age 65, has lived in New York State all her life. She was employed for 28 years
as a claims representative for the Social Security Administration and 15 years at SUNY
Empire College as an administrative assistant.

Judi started volunteering for the Cattaraugus County Retired Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP) on February 18, 2011. Since that time, she has contributed more than 809
volunteer hours delivering meals to the homebound, assisting in the Health Insurance
Information Counseling Program (HIICAP), transporting senior citizens to medical
appointments, helping with clerical duties for the Cattaraugus County Department of the
Aging (CCDA), and managing the snack cart for residents at the local nursing home.

She is an active member at the First Presbyterian Church in Olean, singing in the choir and
has served as an Elder, Deacon and on numerous church committees. She also is an
Advisory Council member for the Cattaraugus County Department of the Aging.

CCDA Director Cathy Mackay said, “Judi is instrumental in our delivery of services to the
seniors of Cattaraugus County and goes the extra mile in everything she does. We all look
forward to her positive energy and her great sense of humor when she is volunteering.”

When asked why she started volunteering, Judi said, “I wanted to give back to the
community and | feel a sense of accomplishment in helping others.” When asked what has
been the greatest reward from her volunteer experience, Judi said, “| receive the greatest
reward when transporting people to their doctor and medical appointments, such as
physical therapy, and receiving their grateful thanks. I've also made new friends.”

NEW YORK
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AWARDEE:
Jim White

Cattaraugus County

Jim White started volunteering for the Cattaraugus County Retired Senior Volunteer
Program in 2009 delivering Meals on Wheels (MOW). He has contributed over 1,235 hours
in a very needed service.

Jenny Benz, MOW site manager, said, “Jim is a very dependable and reliable volunteer
even in the worst of winter weather. Jim goes beyond the volunteer call of duty, such as
shoveling a person’s walkway when he delivers meals.”

Cathy Mackay, Director of the Cattarugus County Department of the Aging said, “He is an
inspiration to all of us with his commitment to volunteer service for the seniors in
Cattaraugus County.”

Jim has lived in New York State all of his life. He started working for Ontario Knife Inc. when
he was 18 years old and worked there for 47 years, retiring in 2004. He and his wife Erma
recently celebrated their 56th wedding anniversary. They are the proud parents of two
children, four grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. He is an active, long-term member
of Gideons International providing assistance whenever he can.

When asked why he started volunteering, Jim said, “| was an elder for the Franklinville
Presbyterian Church in charge of the building and grounds committee. During that time |
found out that MOW needed volunteers to deliver meals to the homebound and | wanted to
help.”

When asked what has been his greatest reward for his volunteer experience Jim said,
“Visiting people and talking to them - making sure they are okay.”

NEW YORK

OPPORTUNITY.
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AWARDEE:

Marjorie MacPherson
Chemung County

Marge MacPherson uses her teaching skills, love of music, and unwavering

enthusiasm to make a difference in the lives of others. In 2014, she was co-recipient of the
Chemung County Senior Citizen of the Year award. Marge has accumulated over 25,000
hours as a volunteer with the Arnot Ogden Hospital Auxiliary. She organized the first
“Orchids and Candlelight” event and remains its driving force. This annual fundraiser has
netted hundreds of thousands of dollars that have been used to purchase a bus that
transports cancer patients, lifesaving equipment and updated technology for the Falck
Cancer Center.

Marge also volunteers as a Patient Advocate, acting as a liaison between patients, their
families and staff. She ensures that patients’ voices are heard and that their concerns are
resolved. Marge volunteers at the Clemens Center, where she processes membership
applications and writes and edits a monthly e-newsletter. For more than two decades,
Marge has volunteered for a Poison Awareness and Prevention program that helps to make
children cognizant of the dangers of poisons. Nearly 3,200 presentations have been made
to more than 59,000 children. Marge is also an also active parishioner at Grace Episcopal
Church.

As a lifelong resident of New York State, she attended Ithaca College as a voice major, but
states “she was determined to be a teacher.” She has lived in Elmira for more than 64 years
and worked alongside her husband, Wallt, at their funeral home while working full time as a
music teacher and raising their three children.

Marge says that she loves getting out of bed each morning because there is so much to
accomplish and the benefit of volunteering is meeting new friends. She considers all the
students, patients and fellow volunteers she interacts with as part of her extended family.
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AWARDEE:

Albert Draht
Chemung County

Albert Draht has been a member of the Chemung Volunteer Action Corps (formerly RSVP)
for 15 years. He is an active member of the Trinity Episcopal Church and Big Flats Lions
Club.

In 2014, he was co-recipient of the Chemung County Senior Citizen of the Year Award.

Today, he uses his expertise as a woodworker to build and restore cabinets for the
Chemung County Chamber of Commerce, the Salvation Army and area churches. He
volunteers for Meals on Wheels of Chemung County, drives older persons to medical
appointments, serves meals at the Free Community Kitchen, and delivers gifts to children
with the Artic League. He also volunteers his time and talents at the Southport Historical
Society and the Near Westside Association. In 2011, he brought together a group of
volunteers known as the RAMP crew to build ramps for homebound Chemung County
residents. To date, he and his crew have built 38 ramps with more in the works.

Al is a lifelong resident of New York State. Growing up on a farm, he watched his father run
a large saw and thus his love of woodworking began, followed by his years spent in the
retail furniture business. He has put his love and talent for woodworking to good use, along
with his sense of compassion and his desire to help others who are in need. A veteran of
the National Guard, he presently lives in Horseheads with his wife Jackie. Al has two adult
children.

According to Al, “the leg work for building a ramp can be challenging but it is very satisfying.
The camaraderie, the client’s faces and helping people who really need it, that's what it is
all about.”
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AWARDEE:

Don LaFever
Chenango County

Don LaFever and his wife Charlene live in Norwich. Charlene, a retired teacher, is also a
volunteer at the Chenango Historical Society and has, on occasion, helped Don deliver
meals for the Chenango County Area Agency on Aging. Don and Charlene are both Retired
Senior Volunteer Program Volunteers.

Born and raised in Unadilla, Don entered the US Army at the age of 19 in 1959. He became
a parachutist in the Army as the job offered him more money, enabling him to buy a 1959
Ford convertible in 1962. Don served a total of 27 years in active duty and the reserves —
and was a Dirill Instructor in the reserves.

Don has worked in the trucking business and drove school bus for Norwich City Schools for
27 years. In addition to his activities that include bowling, pool tournaments, and
shuffleboard league, Don is an avid canoeist and has participated in the annual General
Clinton Canoe Regatta for 32 years. He has won the 70 mile race as many as 10 times.

At a young 75 years of age, Don stays active and manages to find time to volunteer in the
community. He delivers meals several days a week in the City of Norwich and has done so
for 12 years. Additionally, he is House Chairman with the American Legion Post 189 and
serves in the Honor Guard with the local VFW.

When there is a meal route that needs covering, Don is always ready and willing to do it.
He said that he delivers meals because he loves people, especially older individuals - “they
took care of us and now it is our turn to take care of them.” He said that he may be in need
of meals himself one day and hopes that a volunteer will deliver them to his door.

Don and his wife have three grown children, eight grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
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AWARDEE:
Joseph Stewart

Chenango County

Joseph Stewart has been involved with AARP as a Tax Aide for fourteen years, first as a
Counselor, and as District Coordinator for three counties (Chenango, Delaware, and
Otsego) for the past ten years. Joe was also a Red Cross First Aid and CPR Instructor
for a number of years, and a volunteer member of the National Ski Patrol. Joe is actively
involved with the Science Teacher’s Association of New York, and he has been serving on
the Conference Registration Committee since 1994.

Joe and his wife live in Norwich. Together, they have four children and five grandchildren.
Born in Oneonta, Joe graduated from Oneonta High School and the SUNY Oneonta where
he received Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Science Education. He also completed

a Certificate of Advanced Studies in Administration at the State University of New York at
Cortland.

Joe taught physics at Norwich High School for many years before he retired. In addition

to teaching, Joe was the Science Department Head and Sumer School Principal. He was
instrumental in bringing computers into the High School and taught Computer Programming
as well.

Joe said that he became involved with the Red Cross and Ski Patrol as he was inspired by
others and because he wanted to give back to the community. After retiring from teaching,
he was asked to become a Tax Counselor with AARP and said that he fully enjoys the work
involved. He enjoys helping people and the satisfaction that comes with it.
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AWARDEE:
Alice Hechard

Clinton County

Alice Hechard began volunteering with the Christmas Bureau of Clinton County in 1991 as
the co-chair and toy gatherer. The Christmas Bureau is an all-volunteer organization that
Alice has collaborated, marketed, and coordinated for more than 24 years. Prior to 1991,
most of the toys received by low income children were slightly used and/or possibly
damaged. Alice was diligent in her efforts to give children new toys and by 1992 children no
longer received used toys from the Christmas Bureau. Soon after 1992, Alice -along with
her husband, sister, best friend and numerous volunteers - took the reins of the Christmas
Bureau and made it the success it is today. Now, more than 1500 children within Clinton
County receive new toys, bikes, helmets, books, games, and even some clothing annually.
The Christmas Bureau also offers families a food voucher for a free Christmas Dinner.

The Christmas Bureau operates solely on community donations. All donations to the Christ-
mas Bureau go directly to providing toys, etc. to families.

Alice began volunteering with The Christmas Bureau to make a difference in needy
children’s lives especially at Christmas. She has made a difference for many families.
These days, Alice has a Christmas Bureau co-chair, but she still never hesitates to give her
all to the needy families and children within her community.

Alice Hechard is a native of Plattsburgh, where Alice and her husband Richard (Dick) live
and have raised their family. Along with family and work responsibilities, Alice and Dick
have consistently volunteered and served their community. When not volunteering or
coordinating the Christmas Bureau they spend quality time with their children and
grandchildren.
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AWARDEE:
Sally Charron

Columbia County

Sally Charron has spent her entire adult life serving her community. For the last six years
she has been an active member of the Ghent Volunteer Fire Company’s Ladies Auxiliary.
As a volunteer for the Columbia County Healthcare Consortium, Sally assisted in fund
raising activities. Funds raised have helped individuals and families going through
hardships recieve services such as health screenings and transportation.

Sally has also been a Hospice volunteer for more than 14 years. She visits with patients at
both nursing homes and individual residences. Sally engages individuals with conversation
and listens to their concerns. Her support does not end there, as Sally can be found
reading to older adults — everything from letters from family or a new novel. Being a
member of the local Ghent Cancer Support Group is close to Sally’s heart, as she is a
cancer survivor herself. She attends monthly meetings and lends her words of
encouragement to those in need of comfort.

Sally is a Columbia County native residing in Ghent her entire life. She has been married
to her husband, Ronald, for 42 years. Sally enjoyed a career working at Chatham Central
School District for 25 years as the Payroll Clerk. She is an active member of St. James
Church in Chatham and the Kinderhook EIks.

She has two children, Charles Pulver and Pamela Pulver. Sally has two grandchildren,
Jermy Pulver and Danielle Pulver.

Sally began volunteering when she saw an advertisement for hospice volunteers.
As a Hospice Volunteer, she finds it rewarding to comfort and uplift the spirits of individuals
she visits. A simple smile can make all the difference to enhance one’s day.
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AWARDEE:
Connie Mondel

Columbia County

Connie Mondel started her life in the field of teaching and upon landing in Columbia County
became active in volunteering with the Meals on Wheels program. She joined the Austerlitz
Historical Society in the 1990’s and has held several positions including Secretary, President
and she is currently a board member. As president, she oversaw expansion and growth of
the Historical Society.

She is also an active member of St. James Church where she currently serves as a council
member. Her devotion does not end there. She volunteers as Lector during the services
each month and uses her experience in education as a participant at the Center for Faith
Enrichment.

Connie has the honor of being a member of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Master
Gardner program - which she has been involved with dating back to 1992. She has helped
provide classes for groups, individuals and organizations in various aspects of horticulture.

She is a member of the Austerlitz Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee and has
served on the town’s Zoning Commission. One day Connie was asked to fill-in and take the
minutes at a town meeting. Connie did such a good job that she has been back taking
minutes for the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. She is available as a back-up
for other committee meetings, as well. Connie also serves as the volunteer coordinator for
the Blueberry Festival and Autumn in Austerlitz events.

As a native to New York, Connie spent the early part of her life in New York City, primarily in
the Astoria and Brooklyn areas. She has spent time in other parts of New York surrounding

the city working in the education field. After visiting friends upstate, her husband of 37 years
(Joseph) found affection for the area and they eventually made their home in Spencertown.
Connie enjoys volunteering. She loves being with, learning from, and interacting with people.
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AWARDEE:

Michael McGuire
Cortland County

Michael McGuire is a lifelong resident of Cortland where he lives with his wife Jo-Ann.

Following his high school graduation, he spent three years in the US Navy. He retired from
Niagara Mohawk after 28 years. He worked 13 years for Shaw Environmental. He has two
grown daughters, a grandson and grand-daughter. Mike enjoys golf, relaxing and his
grandchildren.

Mike has been a Home Delivered Meal driver with the Area Agency on Aging for the past
six years. He is actively involved in the Cortland Y’s Men, and he is a member and past
Exalted Ruler of the Cortland Elks Lodge. As an active member of the Elks, he is an integral
part of a small group known as the A-team. The group donates a large amount of time
producing breakfast fund-raising events. More than $100,000 has been generated and
given to groups and teams such as Cortland baseball, basketball, ice hockey, St. Mary’s
School, JenX Dance Groups, and others.

Mike also gives an enormous amount of personal time to support “Relay for Life”
fund-raising dinners. Additionally, he was a major organizer and supporter in a project to
renovate a home to make it handicap accessible and he also helped construct the Alton B.
Parker school playground.

Mike is proud of the work he does with the Elks and gets fulfilment from the difference the
group makes in his community.
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AWARDEE:
Tom Hynes

Delaware County

Tom Hynes is currently serving his 32nd year as Roxbury Town Supervisor, is a board
member of the Coalition of Watershed, and is a member of the Knights of Columbus and
the Roxbury Rotary Club. He is the President of the Kirkside Adult Home Board, a member
of Sacred Heart Church, and a member of the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce.

In the past he has served on the Office for the Aging Advisory Board, has managed several
different little league teams, refereed for many basketball games, served as Chairman of
Roxbury Central School Board, and was President of the Margaretville Hospital Board.

Tom was born in Brooklyn 70 years ago, residing in Roxbury for 44 years. He is married,
has four children, five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. He has a degree in
Mortuary Science. He is the owner and Funeral Director of two funeral homes. During his
spare time he enjoys playing golf and spending time with his grandchildren.

Tom started volunteering over 40 years ago. He puts his heart and soul into doing what is
best for all involved and he never expects thanks or notoriety. His words of wisdom to
seniors about volunteering are “Give back to the community what they have given to you.”
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AWARDEE:

John Hampel
Delaware County

John Hampel retired from SUNY Delhi in 2000. Shortly after his retirement, he spotted an
article in the Delaware County Office for the Aging newspaper indicating a need for
counselors to help the elderly with their tax returns. John has been a Counselor, Instructor
and Coordinator for the Delaware County AARP Tax Counseling for the Elderly Program for
more than 12 years.

He currently volunteers at the Colchester Community Food Bank, the Colchester
Historical Society, and the Delaware County Historical Society. He is the President of
Colchester Senior Citizens, and the Vice President and past President of the Delaware
County Senior Council. He also volunteers at the Downsville Lions Club, and is Trustee
and Treasurer of the Colchester Community United Methodist Church.

John was born in Yonkers and has been a resident of Downsville for 19 years. He has a
Master of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering and was an instructor at SUNY Delhi
for 28 years.

John has a keen interest in Ham Radio. He currently conducts FSS exams for those
wishing to get a Ham Radio license. John enjoys touring the world in his free time. John
has many hobbies - in addition to his HAM Radio he enjoys showing his vintage vehicles at
local car shows. He is married and has two children.

John is always willing to help friends, neighbors and civic organizations.

“I enjoy giving back to the community in any way | can,” he said.
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AWARDEE:

Willie Reed

Dutchess County

Mr. Willie Reed was suggested for this award by 16 parishioners of the Beulah Bap-
tist Church in Wappingers Falls, a church he has been a member of for 73 years!
While that alone might tell you all you need to know about his commitment to his
faith and his community, those who nominated him mentioned his humble spirit and
willingness to help others whenever needed.

As an umpire for high school and college baseball games for over 40 years, Mr.
Reed was a positive influence on generations of young men. He has been inducted
into the Dutchess County Sports Museum for both his baseball and fast-pitch
softball skills. He still volunteers in a variety of roles - including conducting public
relations for the Masonic Lodge and assisting with their many dinners for the needy.

Mr. Reed started volunteering with baseball teams as a kid and although he is
unable to continue with that type of volunteer work now, he still gives of his time to
the American Legion and Masonic Lodge and his church on a regular basis.

A Dutchess County resident for his entire life, Willie Lee Reed raised his
four children while working for IBM. His mother, Lillie Mae Reed, was a long time
resident as well and she lived to the age of 102.

He said he has always loved volunteering — because he knows how important it is
to give back.
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AWARDEE:
Elizabeth Devine

Dutchess County

The list of Elizabeth Devine’s volunteer commitments is extensive.

She is currently Vice President of the Wappingers Historical Society and actively
involved in the Mesier Homestead, serves on the Wappingers Falls Economic
Development Committee.

She is a Past President and current Vice President of the Grinnell Library Board,
Chair of the Wappingers Falls Walking History Trail's Museum in the Streets,
Associate Board Member and past V.P. for Capital Improvement and Resource
Development for the Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie.

She serves on the AAUW Woman of the Year Committee, is a member of the New
Hamburg Yacht Club

Ladies Auxiliary, is American History Chair for the Melzingah Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, serves on the Choir and Property
Committee and is a Book Bunch volunteer for St. Nicholas Church on the Hudson.

Each of these positions requires a great deal of time. Beth has been volunteering
in one way or another most of her life and is a great role model for the power of
volunteerism. She serves as a great example for other seniors in Dutchess County.

Aretired third grade teacher, wife, and mother of two daughters, Beth and her
husband Jack have always found time to be involved in her community.
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AWARDEE:
Rose Marie Hall

Erie County

Buffalo born and raised, Rose Marie “Ro” Hall is a South Buffalo gal, and an enthusiastic
Buffalo Booster who has been a tireless volunteer - while raising five children, earning an
advanced degree, and working as aging services professional.

She has been a volunteer coordinator, a manager in senior health & wellness, a HUD
housing manager in Buffalo and Tonawanda, and a teacher. Today, Ro divides her time
between her volunteer activities, friends, and most of all her family - which includes five adult
children and 14 grandchildren.

Ro is the immediate past chairwoman of the Erie County Senior Services Advisory Board
and the current Chair of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) Advisory Council, a
volunteer receptionist for Meals on Wheels of Western New York, and an active leader in her
church parish. She has served on the Governor’s Advisory Committee on Aging and as a
board member and committee co-chair of the Network in Aging Inc. of Western New York.

The foundation of Ro’s leadership is her strong work ethic: discipline, strong principles, and a
dose of pragmatism. She does her homework, is resolute about speaking directly with those
most affected by any suggested change, and never asks more of others than she gives. Ro
Hall sets an example worthy of recognition.

“Why do | volunteer? Why shouldn’t | volunteer is a better question! | have time, some
talents, and it's my way of giving back for all the good in my life. Because | have diversity in
my volunteer efforts, I’'m never bored. | meet interesting people; | have discovered many
interesting things about this community and myself; | receive a certain amount of satisfaction
in knowing I’'m helping society in a small way,” she said.
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AWARDEE:
Fred Holmes

Franklin County

Mr. Herbert “Fred” Holmes moved to New York State the 1990’s after relocating from
Georgia. He is a World War Il veteran. In order to join the service, he forged

baptismal papers, and was stationed in Pearl Harbor, Guam, and Okinawa during his
military career. He was in charge of building airstrips on which fighter groups could land
during the war. After Japan surrendered, he remained in Okinawa rebuilding roads and
water systems.

Mr. Holmes earned his GED while in serving his country. He went on to college, earning
his masters and doctoral degrees. He was a founding member of the Ogeechee College
in Statesboro, GA. Mr. Holmes moved to northern New York with his family and
continued his amazing contributions. He has been a member of the Rotary, and has
been an active volunteer in the Senior Volunteer Program for the past 13 years. He
additionally volunteers faithfully at the local food pantry.

Mr. Holmes was active as a volunteer at the Almanzo Wilder historical farm in Burke.
He works tirelessly to raise money for the Retire Senior Volunteer Program at their
bi-monthly Michigan Days. He has volunteered at the Alice Hyde Medical Center, and
the Emmaus Soup Kitchen.

At 87, Fred has let nothing slow him down. He is an active husband, father and
grandfather to his family. Mr. Holmes exemplifies the dedication of a veteran and
educator, and he continues to share his knowledge with those he meets.
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AWARDEE:
Terry Trudeau

Franklin County

A native of northern New York, Mr. Terry Trudeau was drafted into the Army in 1957 and was
promoted from PFC to 2LT in the Medical Services Corp. He then was transferred to the 310th
FLD Hospital in Malone where he worked for 21 years, holding numerous assignments. He
currently resides in Brushton with his wife Marcy.

He began his teaching career in 1959 as a junior high school instructor and was later promoted
to principal, then assistant superintendent of schools and served as acting superintendent of
schools.

Mr. Trudeau has been the recipient of numerous awards while he served his country, including
the Good Conduct medal, Army Reserve Comp Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Army
Commendation Medal, and the Armed Forces Reserve Medal.

He is a lifetime member of the New York State Retired teachers association, and served as
treasurer. He is also an executive board member at Alice Hyde Medical Center and acted as
Chair of the Quality Improvement Committee, Audit and Compliance Committee, the finance
committee, and the chair of the compensation committee.

He has also been president of the Holy Family School Board and acting member of the finance
committee and foundations board. He is a Board Member for the Association of Senior Citizens
and acts as treasurer. He also has acted as the town of Moira representative and the Brushton
Moira Seniors. He is a member of the School Administrators Association of New York State,
School Business Officials of New York State, Reserve Officers Association, and the National
Locksmith Association.
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Mr. Trudeau believes in giving back to the community. He also
believes that seniors need to have a voice, and he is able to

provide on their behalf through his volunteering.
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AWARDEE:

Kitty Riznyk

Fulton County

Mary “Kitty” Riznyk is a long term resident of Fulton County. She has had a variety of

jobs over the years. She has worked as pharmacy clerk, a title clerk, and now she works
as an administrator at Cherry Valley Memorials. There, she helps grieving people, as well
as with administrative work. She is also a caregiver to her husband, a retired US Marine.

Kitty has a wonderful history of volunteering: she is Fern Dale Cemetery’s go-to
assistant who answers the phone, is a troubleshooter, and organizes burial records. She
was recently elected Vice President of the Cemetery Association. She also volunteers at
the Methodist Church food pantry, where she creates flyers, hand outs, and works the
registry.

She also has cooked lunch for Habitat for Humanity workers over the years, and delivers
left-over food with the Salvation Army to outlying areas of the county in Amish
neighborhoods. She helps the Fulton/Montgomery Chamber of Commerce at events
and is very involved in senior clubs around the county. She is the Vice President of
Oppenheim and Nick Stoner Senior clubs and the Vice President of the Fulton

County Council of Clubs and Centers.

Kitty possesses a very positive attitude, striving to help others as much as she can.

She said she “needs to be needed.”
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AWARDEE:
Dorothy Blowers

Fulton County

Dorothy Blowers’ involvement in the community is extraordinary. She was a member of the
Fulton County Youth Bureau for more than 20 years. She is very involved in the Nick Stoner
Senior Club, where she just finished a four year term as Vice President, and where she
continues to work as the Club liaison for the Wheelerville School pen pal program.

Also, she has been a committed volunteer for the Red Cross and the numerous blood
mobiles held in Fulton County and was very involved in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters over the
years. She is an Election Inspector and is a three time winner of the “Friends of Education”
award from Wheelerville school.

Dotty is a long-term resident of Fulton County. She has lived in the Caroga Lake area for
more than 50 years. She worked as a registered nurse for the Wheelerville School for many
years. She has a wonderful, supportive family and a very supportive

community that treats her like family.

She started volunteering when her children were in school, sharing “l was an active member
of the PTO and worked at many fund raisers and attended all athletic games/matches that
my children participated in.”

“I continue to volunteer to give back to the community and to stay busy. | enjoy helping
others,” she said.
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AWARDEE:

Leon Goodrich

Greene County

Leon Goodrich is a life-long resident of Hunter in Greene County. He has been married to
his wife, lla, for 64 years and he is the proud father of two, grandfather of four and
great-grandfather of five. He served in the Army during the Korean War.

Leon enjoys playing horseshoes and is excellent at it! He was recognized as one of the
Greene County 2015 Senior Citizens of the Year.

Leon has been a member of the Hunter Volunteer Fire Company for the past 64 years,
where he is a current Life Member and Past President and has served on numerous
committees including fundraising, convention and Block Party — not to mention filling in
wherever a need might arise. He is a life member of the Greene County Volunteer
Firemen’s Association, including Past President and has served on numerous committees
for the organization. He has volunteered for both Little League and Boy Scouts.

For nearly 21 years, he has volunteered for the Greene County Department of Human
Services,delivering meals to homebound seniors. He is also involved with the P.E.T.
(Personal Energy Transportation) program, assisting with the building of hand cranked
three-wheel wheelchairs, which in turn are shipped to Africa for survivors of Polio and land
mine accidents.

Coming from a large, poor, family during the Depression, Leon shared what he had - his
time. He started volunteering at a very young age. Growing up, he gave his time to fighting
fires, delivering meals or helping at a ball game. This was how Leon was raised and it is
how he raised his children. What Leon likes most about volunteering is being able to give
someone something and making them smile.
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AWARDEE:

Michael Pirrone

Greene County

Mike Pirrone is a lifelong New Yorker and moved to Greene County later in life. He and his
wife, Anne, are dedicated community volunteers. Prior to retirement, Mike worked as an
accountant with the Internal Revenue Service. He was named the 2015 Greene County
Outstanding Contribution by a Senior Citizen award winner.

Mike is an RSVP volunteer for homebound transportation and meals, as well as an active
member of St. Patrick’'s Roman Catholic Church in Athens. He is a member of the Athens
Community Foundation Advisory Board which awards grants to various organizations in

the Town of Athens benefitting residents. He serves as treasurer for the Aging Services
Foundation which financially assists Greene County with funding volunteer mileage for
homebound transportation & PERS units. He is also the President of the Athens Senior
Citizens Club, an AARP Safe Driving instructor and a member of the Sleepy Hollow Tenants
Association.

As a child, Mike followed the example set by others who volunteered. He says he enjoys
volunteering because “he likes the feeling of helping others and it keeps him young.”
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AWARDEE:
Donald MacHattie

Hamilton County

Donald MacHattie has a long history of serving his community. In addition to working for
the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in different roles, he has been the
Hamilton County Coroner for the past 15 years and the Town of Wells representative to the
Republican Committee for 16 years. In his free time, Don enjoys spending time with his
family and hunting.

Don is well known in Wells for his 37 years of service to the Fire and Ambulance Corps. He
has held the posts of squad captain (12 years), fire captain, fire police, line officer and
dispatcher for both departments. He was an EMT for 12 years and is a retired New York
State EMT instructor. He has also been active at the state level in the New York State
Fireman’s Association (25 years), New York State Association of Fire Chief’s (22 years),
and the New York State Fire Warden Association for 30 years. He has the distinction of
being the first president of that association.

He currently conducts training for the Wells Fire Department and is in charge of the social
and fundraising events. His latest project is trying to organize a remodeling of the fire house
that includes a new office, bathroom, kitchen and uniform closet. He is also an honorary
member of the sheriff’'s association.

Don is a lifelong resident of New York State. He has lived in Wells for the past 40 years, but
began visiting Wells with his parents when he was just six months old. He married his wife,
Judy, in 1982 and their blended family includes five children and 10 grandchildren.

When asked why he volunteers, Don said “| saw a need in the community for emergency
services and | had time to devote to the departments. | like to help people and to know that
| am making a difference in my home town.”
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AWARDEE:

Rosemary &
Tim Goliber

Hamilton County

For 20 years, while living in western New York, Tim and Rosie Goliber were very active in
the Radio Reading program for the blind and visually impaired. Rosie also volunteered for
her local Meals on Wheels program. Shortly after moving to Indian Lake they stopped into
the meal site to see if they could use any help and they have been faithful volunteers ever
since. They deliver meals and never take the available mileage reimbursement.

On holidays Rosie always has a little something extra for all of the clients. In addition to all
they do for the meal site they are both active members of the Ambulance Corp. Tim is an
EMT and also drives when needed.

Rosie schedules shifts and organizes the coin drop three times a year. Rosie also belongs
to the Garden Club and the North Country Crafters; both groups do a great deal to benefit
the meal site and the community of Indian Lake. Tim, while not a veteran, is in the Friends
of the American Legion Bottle and Can Brigade that raises a lot of money for the American
Legion. They both act as Eucharistic Ministers, lectors, money counters, and cleaners at
the St. Mary’s Catholic Church and Tim is an usher. They also belong to the church SMILE
group and organize their food drive. They give their time and energy freely to better their
community.

Rosie and Tim are lifelong residents of New York. Tim hails from Corning and Rosie is from
the Buffalo area. They met while teaching in the same school district; Tim as a 6th grade
Social Studies teacher and Rosie as a kindergarten and elementary school teacher.

They married in 1986 and lived in the Buffalo area until their retirement in 2007. They made
Indian Lake their permanent home for retirement, moving in to the vacation home they’d
purchased there nine years prior.
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They volunteer because they love helping others and it

. keeps them busy.
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AWARDEE:
Ada Bartlett

Jefferson County

As a lifelong resident of Jefferson County, Ada Bartlett has spent her entire adult life serving
her community. For more than 30 years, Ada worked in the Jefferson County

Department of Civil Service (JCDSS ) as a Medicaid Unit Supervisor. She helped get a
team of volunteers to prepare taxes through VISTA for low income individuals and families.

She began her volunteer career as a Scout leader when her son was in the Cub Scouts.
Over the years she has volunteered and raised money for the Family Y, public television,
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, the Downtown Business Association, the Woman'’s
Self Defense Classes, and various community Haunted Houses. She has also provided
service to Save the River, the Martial Arts School as a volunteer Black Belt Instructor, the
Jefferson County Mental Health Board volunteering as Treasurer on the Executive Board.
She volunteers as Treasurer of the Dexter American Legion Auxiliary.

In October 2010, after retiring from JCDSS, she began work at the Jefferson County Office
for Aging as a Health Insurance Information, Counselling and Assistant Program Aide
during the open enrollment period for Medicare. When her husband of 38 years became

ill with Alzheimer’s and cancer, Ada took a time off to care for him with the help of Hospice
until he passed in 2013.

Ada said “I started volunteering when my son was young. | did it because it gave me an
opportunity to be able to do things with him. It became so much more. | feel very fortunate
to have had the opportunity to have done that. | feel even more fortunate to have worked
with so many children, adults and seniors over the years. When you volunteer you get back
more than you give. | feel my life has been so much fuller by my interaction with all these
people. Learning is always a two way street. | still have a lot of learning to do.”
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AWARDEE:

Rose Reff

Jefferson County

Rose Reff resides in Clayton in the beautiful old stone farm house where she and her
husband Ross, who passed away in 1994, raised their three wonderful daughters. Rose
has seven grandchildren and two great - grandchildren. In addition to her volunteer work,
Rose was asked ten years ago to take over the Jefferson County Office for the

Aging (JCOFA) site manager position at the Paynter Center congregate meal site, she
assumed responsibility as the JCOFA fiscal manager for the day to day congregate site
operations which utilizes her extensive business accounting background. Rose has been
hard at work ever since rarely missing a day outside of a fabulous Hawaii vacation in 2010
with her daughter Mary.

Rose is a longtime volunteer and advocate for the Paynter Senior Center in Clayton. She
began volunteering at the Center in 1999, helping with the lunch and socialization program
and is still going strong 16 years later. Rose’s dedication to the Center’s seniors and its
welcoming philosophy earned her a place on the Board in 2001. In January of 2004, Rose
became the Paynter Center’s Board President, a position she has held for the past 11
years.

During Rose’s terms as Board President, the Paynter Senior Center relocated to a new
facility, became the central kitchen for the JCOFA Senior Nutrition Program and acquired

a new 14 passenger bus to transport people to the Center for lunch, social activities, day
trips, grocery shopping, and medical appointments. Rose laughs when she says “she never
expected to be writing transportation grants at this stage of her life.”
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AWARDEE:
Lauretta Ramsey

Kings County

Born in Jamaica, West Indies, in 1934, Lauretta Ramsey migrated to England where she
obtained a degree in Finance at the University of Birmingham. After 20 years in England,
Ms. Ramsey relocated to New York State, and she currently resides in Brooklyn.

Ms. Ramsey was employed at Metropolitan Hospital Nursing Home as an assistant nurse.
Ms. Ramsey continued her studies and became a certified Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN).
In 2007 she retired from Prospect Park Nursing home, to be a full time caregiver for her
husband who had been diagnosed with Cancer.

As a member of Catholic Charities Glenwood Neighborhood Senior Center, Ms. Ramsey
was the treasurer of the advisory board for four years. She is a member of the center’s
choir, and she assists with its trips and other programs and activities. Ms. Ramsey also
visits homebound seniors as a eucharistic minister to issue communion, and also prepares
and delivers fruit baskets.

She ahs received numerous awards for outstanding leadership and contributions to the
community from Catholic Charities, Prospect Park Nursing Home, New York State
Assembly Member Alan Maisel, Council Member Jumaane Williams, and the Community of
St. Therese Lisieux.

Lauretta said that she enjoys volunteering and “finds it very rewarding to see smiles on

people’s faces.”

NEW YORK

OPPORTUNITY.

Office for
the Aging

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Corinda Crossdale, Director




AWARDEE:

Claudia Saul

Kings County

Claudia Saul is a published author and poet, and has published two books of poems -
Poetic Inspirations and The Different Flavors Of Words. Claudia submitted the poem
The People’s President In The People’s House for the inauguration of President Barack
Obama. She received a letter and three - 8x10 inaugural pictures autographed by the
President and First Lady.

Claudia was born in Georgetown, Guyana, and migrated to the U.S. in 1967, where she is
now a citizen. She is a graduate of C. F. Young Business School, Baruch College
(Computer Programming) and Brooklyn College (Bachelor’s in Fine Arts - Creative Writing).
Claudia is married, and has three children. She lives in Brooklyn with her husband, Othniel.
Claudia was a school teacher in Guyana. In the United States she was an executive
secretary at Kenya Mission to the United Nations. She was also employed by Blue Cross
Blue Shield for 23 years as an executive assistant and computer programmer.

Claudia is a special person. She spent time with her 98 year-old neighbor who lived alone
(now deceased) by talking with her, accompanying her to the grocery store, listening to
stories, helping with meal preparation, and running errands. These days, Claudia shares
her skills by volunteering at The Midwood Active Adult Senior Center, as well as Helping
Hands Senior Center where she conducts stay-well exercise classes, teaches computer
skills, crochet, knitting, tatting, and piano. She is happy to share her skills, and joins with
the artist in saying “If | can help somebody as | pass along, then my living shall not be in
vain.”

Claudia has received a citation from Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn Borough President, service
awards and recognitions from the New York State Senate and New York City Council, and
two silver awards from World of Poetry.
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Claudia enjoys volunteering because it is an interesting and

Office for rewarding activity that allows her to interact with people.
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| AWARDEE:
Betty Davis

Lewis County

Betty Davis moved to New York State in 1979 and immediately went to work for the County
of Lewis, until her retirement six years ago. She has been a very active volunteer since her
retirement and is involved with a variety of organizations.

Betty distributes lap robes for new admissions to the Nursing Home as well as blankets,
bonnets, etc. for new mothers in the maternity ward; she collects prizes for nursing home
bingo; chairs birthday parties for nursing home residents as well as arranging for gifts and
entertainment. Betty delivers cards and refreshments to veterans in the nursing home on
each holiday. She collects gifts and needed items for veterans at the VA Hospital in
Syracuse and also distributes magazines throughout the hospital.

Betty is Vice-President of the Rosary Altar Society at St. Peter’s Church in Lowville,
co-chairs rummage sales twice a year, chairs the cake walk at the church festival, she is
Treasurer for the Lowville Senior Club, and she chairs many dinners at the VFW for public
dances and funerals. She volunteers at fundraising events for auxiliary function, helps get
items and wraps boxes for servicemen at Christmas. Betty also delivers mail at the nursing
home each week.

Betty was the most recent recipient of the Randy Streeter Senior Citizen of the Year award
- an award given in memory of the founding Director of the Lewis County Office for the
Aging. Betty wanted to give back to the community to make it a better place for those
around her, and to stay active in a productive way
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AWARDEE:

Ellen Coe
Madison County

For many years, Ellen Coe shared her story at the Caregivers Support Group. When she
started, she was a caregiver for her husband who suffered for many years with Alzheimer’s
disease. In doing this she helped many people who were dealing with the same things.

Now, Ellen is the facilitator for the Caregivers Support Group that meets once a month at the
Madison County Office for the Aging. She continues to share her thoughts and messages to
other Caregivers and help them cope with the difficulties of care giving.

Not only has Ellen volunteered her time and giving back to a cause that she has such a
connection with, but she gives of herself and volunteers her time with the Office for the Aging
by helping with monthly mailings and any other duties the office needs help with. Ellen has
also crocheted numerous blankets for the animals at Wanderers Rest as well as numerous
sweater sets and blankets for the less fortunate children of Madison County. “I have a
passion for knitting/crocheting and wanted do something positive,” she said.

She is very active in her church and is always willing to lend a hand with anything that needs
to be done. She is a dedicated friend to many, giving rides to doctor appointments and
shopping trips whenever there is a need. Ellen goes out of her way to help and give support
to anyone simply because she enjoys doing things to help others, she said.

Elen Coe grew up in Syracuse. In 1973, she moved to Chittenango, and has called Madison
County home ever since! She has a son, daughter, and four-legged grandchildren. She was
an office assistant for the Madison County Public Health Department.
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AWARDEE:

Galen Fenner

Madison County

Galen Fenner relocated to Hamilton in 1974 and has called it home ever since then. He
started working with the Grand Union grocery chain in 1961 and made the grocery chain
his career for the next 37 years, until he retired in 1998.

Mr. Fenner was dedicated to Grand Union throughout the years, and he even earned a trip to
the Waldorf Astoria hotel as an award for increasing sales at a Grand Union location. While
working for the supermarket, Galen never had time to rest and was always busy. Once he
retired, he went from having so much to do, to having nothing to do! When he moved into
Mid-York Senior Apartments four years ago, he started volunteering his time to other seniors
living in the complex and is generous with lending a lot of time to other residents.

Mrs. Margaret Stanley, a longtime resident of Mid-York Apartments, and who will be 101 in
2015, nominated Galen for this award. She shared that Galen has been volunteering to drive
her to appointments since she has known him — and he is willing to help anyone else, too.
Mrs. Stanley said all she needs to do is to call Galen and ask “Could you help me?” and his
answer is always “I'll be right up.”

Mrs. Stanley uses a walker and tires easily, so Galen brings her the paper three mornings a
week by 7 AM. Galen also hand delivers packages to other residents, so they do not have to
bend down or carry items themselves.

In addition, Galen purchases movies on DVD with his own money and coordinates a movie
night on Sunday evenings in the community room, showing the film on the 47-inch TV for all
to enjoy. He allows others to borrow any of his movie collection. The Mid-York Apartments
tenants are blessed to have Mr. Galen Fenner among them.

Galen is a proud father of three children, and four grandchildren.
He said he enjoys volunteering because he “just likes to be busy.” NEW YORK
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AWARDEE:

Fran Caruso

Monroe County

At 98 %, native Rochesterian, Fran Caruso continues her “helpful” journey. Besides working
full time at Dupont, she cared for her sick husband. Later she went to live with her daughter
and helped raise her two grandchildren. She is proud of her Italian heritage and has shared
her many ltalian talents (cooking, knitting, and sewing ) with her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Fran came to the Webster Senior Center over 30 years ago and promptly organized
“Fran’s Friday Knitters.” Over the many years hospitals, nursing homes and schools have
benefitted from the knitters’ creations. In fact, under her direction, the group received the
Red Cross “Volunteer Award” in 2005 and the Carol Ritter award in 2010.

She also helps by sending cards to the sick and makes frequent phone calls and visits. She
has participated in the Webster Parks and Recreation Summer Reading Program, and the
Senior Center Pen-Pal Program with the Autumn Lane Elementary School in Greece. She
spearheaded a group of ladies who wrote letters to servicemen and women.

The town motto is “Webster, Where Life is Worth Living.” Fran Caruso is one of the reasons
why that motto rings true.

Fran said she has been blessed with good health and a positive attitude and wants to give
back to her community in any way she can. Although her eye sight has recently been
compromised and she has had to put some activities on hold, but yet she still manages to
find new ways to serve others.
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AWARDEE:

Pam Sherman
Montgomery County

Pam volunteers in many capacities that have touched the elderly population of Montgomery
County- including delivering meals for Meals of Montgomery, cooking for St. Mary’s Church,
cleaning for the elderly, assisting with the Soup Kitchen at the Salvation Army and the
Amen Soup Kitchen at St. Luke’s Church. She has been known to help hang clothes at the
Goodwill.

Pam loves to help and just like anyone else, wants to keep busy. Volunteering is very
important to her. When she enrolled into the Community Connections program created by
Liberty ARC to help its consumers develop job readiness skills, she was enrolling into a
community minded helping hands concept. Pam can always be found with a smile on her
face. If you happen to mention parades or the Marching Rams, you will see her face
simply light up. She lovingly refers to them as “...my Marching Rams.” She has a dream
that someday they will come to the Liberty Day Treatment Center and march around the lot
for her and all of her friends.

Pam Sherman was born in upstate New York. Seven years ago she moved into a Liberty
senior residence where she is very happy. Pam has a close relationship with her family and
is in constant touch with her sister. She is very excited about the upcoming birth of her
latest grand niece or nephew.

She is able to say that she has learned many new skills over the years, skills of which she
should be proud. Her relationship with the people she serves in the community is a true
testament of a win/win situation.
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AWARDEE:

William Lassell

Montgomery County

William Lassell is a lifelong native New Yorker. He has worked most recently at the Co-Op
in Fort Plain, first running the Co-Op and then volunteering at the Co-Op.

He was a line splitter for a telephone company, worked at Beechnut in Canajoharie and
Helmond Mill in Fort Plain. He was married in 1960 to Ella Pueschel. Bill and Ella will
celebrate 55 fantastic years of marriage this April.

They have a son and a daughter. His son has two wonderful girls and his daughter has a
delightful daughter and son. Bill enjoys the summer months sitting under his tree visiting
with Ella and his friends.

Bill served our country as a Marine and was stationed in Okinawa Japan. He worked hard
and became a Staff Sergeant. His favorite meal in the service was creamed chip beef on
toast — it was his first and last meal in the service.

Bill is Governor of the Moose Lodge, at the Elks Club in Fort Plain.

Volunteering keeps Bill active in the community, he likes getting out and meeting people,
and giving back.

“| would rather volunteer than sit home in a chair,” he said.
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AWARDEE:
Richard Begandy

Nassau County

Born in Pennsylvania and raised in Rochester, Richard Begandy moved to Long Island in
1966. He is a veteran of two service branches and has been Commander of VFW Post
7763, in Massapequa Park since 2004. He was a member of US Marine Corps 1st
Division, and Operations/Plant Manager and Warehouse/Traffic Manager in the US Navy
from 1954-1958. He has been married for 30 years to his lovely wife, Vivian.

Mr. Begandy was instrumental in planning, conception & fruition of Massapequa Park
Veterans & Gold Star Mothers monument. He oversees and speaks at the annual
Massapequa Park Korean War Anniversary Ceremony. He also promotes Americanism,
especially to youth, and honors our service men, women, and veterans in many ceremonies
conducted by schools in and around Nassau County. Richard also visits and partakes in
events for veterans, and enjoys handing out clothing as well as personal items to residents
of the Northport Medical Center.

Mr. Begandy strives to do what he can for his community, the VFW, and for our military
veterans and families. His greatest reward is knowing that he has helped our youth by
instilling pride in our country, appreciation for our freedoms, and an understanding for the
need to care for all our veterans.

It is very gratifying for him to be able to “give back.”
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AWARDEE:

Suda Bala Sharma
Nassau County

Mrs. Suda Bala Sharma is the founder of three Community Projects that started 19 years
ago. She started the Annual Food Drive for Long Island Soup Kitchens and Homeless
Shelters, in the basement of her house. She collected medicines and medical equipment
from Long Island physicians, dispensing to those individuals who have no insurance
coverage at the Holly Patterson Nursing Home, in Uniondale. With the Penny Project for
Foster Children, she collects pennies and gifts for donation to foster children during holiday
periods. Also she raised funds for Safe House, and Bethpage, a program for battered
women and their children.

Her life-long goal is to promote social and welfare conditions for all human beings. She
enjoys getting to know the community, gaining leadership skills and deriving satisfaction
from accomplishment.

Mrs. Sharma was born in Nairobi, Kenya. She studied in London where she graduated as

a registered nurse. In 1969, she married Dave Sharma, an airline executive, and moved to
New York State. The Sharmas have three children, one daughter and two sons. Both sons
served as Captains in the US Army. The Sharma family has lived in Massapequa since 1971.

Her greatest reward from volunteer experience is “Bringing light into the life of those who
are less fortunate.”
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AWARDEE:
Jenny Rodriguez

New York City

LA R

Jenny Rodriguez, 73, was born and raised in Spanish Harlem in New York City. She is the
third of eleven siblings; she was married at the age of 27 and has two children and two
grandchildren.

For 27 years, Jenny worked for the Department of Education as an Administrative Assistant
where she utilized her bilingual skills to the fullest - helping non-English speaking mothers
enroll their children into the school.

Her husband had his third stroke at 47. She was his only care taker up until their senior
years. In 2009, Jenny retired from the Board of Education and joined the Carter Burden/
Leonard Covello Senior Program, where she is the President of the Advisory Council. She
advises the program director on center’s operations and programs, and conveys concerns
of seniors to the director. Jenny also contributes to the community by lending her amazing
voice in singing at funerals, churches, senior centers, day care, hospitals, and at celebra-
tions free of charge. Ms. Rodriguez also volunteers at her local church.

Jenny started volunteering at Covello because that is just the type of person she is. She
loves to assist, help and serve others with passion. She enjoys volunteering because she
loves to give her time to a good cause - places she can use her talent to make a real
difference in other people’s lives.
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AWARDEE:

Johnny Yap
New York City

Mr. Johnny Yap migrated to New York City forty years ago from Malaysia with his wife and
son. In Malaysia, he worked for an engineering company as an accountant and accounts
manager. In New York City, he has lived in the Lower East Side and worked as a driver for
Key Foods Warehouse for more than 25 years. He raised his son in New York and
continues living his life in the Lower East Side which has now become his home.

Upon his retirement in 2001, Mr. Yap joined University Settlement Senior Center and
became one of the most active participants. His enthusiasm and dynamic personality aided
his integration into a multi-cultural community of seniors. He is able to transcend cultural
barriers and has the cultural fluidity to communicate with various ethnic groups, making
him a prime candidate for a leadership position within the Center.

Mr. Yap has served as President of the Senior Advisory Council, as a Wellness Instructor,
a Front Desk Volunteer, and uses his multilingualism as a volunteer translator. In these
various forms, he stays informed of issues facing our seniors and advocates for needed
changes on their behalf.

Mr. Yap’s passion for volunteering stems from his personal philosophy of volunteerism as

a responsibility that individuals have towards one another. He said “If | have the ability and
capacity, | will always be forthcoming with my assistance in any possible way.” His natural
ability and talents make him an indispensable member of his community.
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AWARDEE:
Jack McQueen

Niagara County

Jack McQueen'’s dedication to serving his community and country is paramount. After
working for 28 years and retiring as a postal carrier from the U.S. Postal Service, Jack was
persuaded to begin delivering meals by a member of his square dancing group. Since then,
Jack has been a volunteer with the Home Delivered Meals program and has marked his 30th
year with our office!

He is still a very active member with the Gasport Legion, and has chaired the Boys State
Selection Committee for years. Jack is also very active in his local Hartland Senior Citizens
group and Historical Society.

He is a highly decorated World War Il Veteran who has received medals for his service to
our country, including: the Combat Infantry Badge - for being in the line of fire for 30 days
unharmed, Earning a Bronze Star for his service in the European, African, and Middle East
Campaign, a WWII Victory Medal, a Good Conduct Medal and he also earned the 28th
Infantry Division Insignia- as part of the 28th infantry. He has earned the New York State
Conspicuous Service Medal; the Legion d’Honneur Chevalier medal from the French
government.

Jack was married on December 9, 1943 to Lillian. She passed away in 1992. Together they
had five children, 14 grandchildren, and ten great-grandchildren.

As a Home Delivered Meals volunteer of 30 years for Niagara Couty, Jack has gone above
and beyond his role in serving our clients. Jack is always bringing in newspapers or mail,
shoveling sidewalks or steps, and even providing minor repairs to his client’'s homes. He
makes it a point to say something nice to every person on his route, and he epitomizes the
positives of volunteerism.

At 92 years young with no plans of slowing down, he

is an inspiration to those he serves to be as active as ;JETAE*JO\F!ORK Office for
possible. About his service through the home delivered oo | the Aging

meals program, Jack says “it's only my time and a few Andrew M. Cuomo. Governor
extra minutes but it means a lot to them.” Corinda Crossdab: Director



AWARDEE:
Edward Stabler

Onondaga County

Dr. Edward “Ed” Stabler Professor Emeritus, Syracuse University, served as a faculty
member in Electrical and Computer Engineering. Ed has resided in Onondaga County
since 1958. He and his wife Helen raised four children in Liverpool and now greatly enjoy
their six grandchildren.

Ed has been volunteering for more than thirty years, at too many local organizations to
list. He has visited inmates in the Auburn prison, and volunteered for 25 years with a local
agency assisting adults with developmental disabilities. He has been a dedicated literacy
volunteer since 1997. He is also currently a volunteer with the Contact hotline service, and
he has been a Hospice Volunteer Family Caregiver since 2011.

Ed began volunteering because he feels he has been blessed in his life, and for that, he
owes everyone. After volunteering with many other organizations, he began volunteering for
Hospice in part to help himself be more sensible about aging and end-of-life. He has come
to appreciate the importance of helping families plan for end-of-life. As a Hospice volunteer,
he often agrees to take last minute assignments to sit vigil with an actively dying person he
may never have even met before, dropping everything in order to go be present during their
final hours.

This beautiful willingness is always evident in all of his assignments, whether in bringing
books to patients that he thinks they might enjoy, or touring the history of Syracuse with a
patient via photos and stories. Hospice is only one of the organizations that Ed gives his
time so freely to, and the program feels truly inspired by the breadth of his commitment to
his community.

Ed’s volunteer work is in addition to a long career guiding and mentoring his students
through their studies at Syracuse University. His varied volunteer resume reflects Ed’s deep
sense of responsibility and caring for the people in his community.
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AWARDEE:

Richard Jardine
Oneida County

Richard Jardine was an educator for the Whitesboro Central School for 32 years. After
retiring from the school district, Richard has been involved in numerous volunteer initiatives.
He taught a course in Computer Applications for ten years at Herkimer County Community
College. During this time Richard was the New York State Phi Beta Lambda Advisor,
empowering the state officers in their duties. He organized an annual state conference for
the state organization, and supervised students at the National Conference.

Richard has been a volunteer for eight years with HealthFriends as a member of the
Celebration committee, the major fund raiser for the organization. In early fall there is the
opportunity to help with the Golf Tournament and at Thanksgiving time he helps to distribute
flowers to churches that sell the bouquets to raise money for HealthFriends.

Richard has been president of the Marcy Seniors Club for the last four years. He initiated a
monthly newsletter, organized numerous activities for seniors including a fun day out with
miniature golf and a night out at the Utica Pioneer Hockey game. Each month Richard
arranges a “lunch out” for interested members of the group.

Richard has also been very involved with many church activities and positions. He has
been a lector, Eucharistic Minister, RCIA team member, and a representative on the
Diocesan Pastoral Council (a lay-advisory group to the Syracuse Catholic Bishop) for St.
Leo’s Church in Holland Patent. He was elected second vice-president and then president
of the group and also was commission as a Lay Ecclesial Ministry specializing in Liturgy.
Richard is currently secretary for the Maynard United Methodist Church, is also a lector,
and supports different activities in whatever way possible.

Richard is a lifetime resident of New York State,

and is originally from from Bovina. He became a NEWYORK | Office for
resident of Holland Patent in 1966 and relocated grrornm | the Aging
in 2000. He lives in Marcy. Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
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AWARDEE:
Sally Grout

Orleans County

Sally Grout attended Royalton-Hartland Central School and then completed her BS in

Nursing at the University of Buffalo. Her career started at Arnold Gregory Hospital from 1971-
1973 in the OB Department. She then worked as an RN for Dr. David Meza from 1977 to 1982,
and then she became a nurse at the Medina Central School District from 1982 to 2004 before
she retired. Her main reason for retiring was to babysit her grandchildren. Sally and her
husband of 45 years, Paul, live in Medina and have two children and two grandchildren;

she is a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother.

Sally is an amazing person! She has been a volunteer nurse at Care Net Pregnancy
Center since 2006. She is scheduled weekly to cover clinical duties and she takes this
very seriously. She understands that the center counts on her.

She abides by all regulations, attends necessary trainings, is there almost everyweek. She
covers when the Nurse Manager is not available. In April 2014, when the Nurse Manager
retired, and until the new Nurse Manager was hired and trained, Sally stepped up
voluntarily to cover days over a three month period so that clients would not have to go
without clinical services.

Sally and her husband Paul are active members of Hartland Bible Church. She has been the
Financial Secretary more than 12 years and is part of the Women’s Ministries Leadership Team
as well. Sally took her third mission trip to Romania at the end of April, where she worked with or-
phans with the House of Hope Ministry. Her conviction of the sanctity of life and the value of each
life has recently led her to volunteer at the Equistar Therapeutic Horse Riding Ranch.

On a past volunteer application for Care Net, Sally said “| believe that | will be enabled to

provide women in crisis pregnancies or other reproductive concerns with information they need
to help them make informed choices for life in a loving, positive way. The Lord has motivated me
to be a part of this organization.” It is easily apparent that Sally enjoys the volunteer work she

does at Care Net. Her compassion eases crisis situations and she
i NEW YORK
STATE OF
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Corinda Crossdale, Director it is a blessing to others.




AWARDEE:
Meredith Minier

Orleans County

Meredith was born and raised in Albion. Most of her career revolved around working with
children from birth - five years old, and children and adults with special needs. Meredith worked
at Photos by Bruce and Associates for many years and for the last 13 years has been the
secretary of the Albion First United Methodist Church.

Her husband, Lee, died seven years ago. She has a beautiful daughter, Marissa, son-in-law
Patrick, and one precious granddaughter, Hannah.

Meredith said it is hard to look back over the years and separate where she volunteered and
where she actually worked as she tried to work where her heart was! Three stand out to her:
while working at the Cerebral Palsy Center of Denver she met a little boy who attended the
Center. Meredith lovingly became his advocate, seeing that his rights and needs were properly
met. Meredith was very involved in Parent’s Teachers Association (PTA) for 13 years here in
Albion when her daughter Marissa was growing up. She worked hard to re-establish a solid
group that brought information to parents and promoted educational activities for children. She
has also volunteered at the local library and the Cobblestone Museum Complex.

After losing her husband to suicide, Meredith started volunteering for the Suicide Prevention
Coalition. The goal is to inform the community where help is available in Orleans County for
those with thoughts of despair. They make training available to agencies and individuals to
where help is available service as a pathway from despair to hope. Meredith and her daughter
walk yearly in the Out of the Darkness Walk in Rochester. “Team Minier” helps to raise money
for the American Foundation of Suicide Prevention.

Meredith shared that volunteering begins in the heart for her. All volunteering mentioned came
out of love for her family and the children of this world. The Suicide Prevention Coalition comes
from a place deep in her heart. Through the Coalition, she has found a way to use her pain to
help others. Suicide has a tremendous ripple effect that also

affects spouses, children, parents, friends and acquaintances

by helping just one person seek help to live a full and meaning NEW YORK
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AWARDEE:
Robert Scott

Orange County

Robert Scott was born and spent his formative years in Warwick, graduating from Warwick
High School, before moving to the village of Florida. He spent three years in the U.S. Army,
serving one of those years in Vietnam as a combat medic. After leaving the service he
graduated from Orange County Community College, and then he worked for the United
States Postal Service for 29 years, retiring as the Postmaster of Belvalle.

Bob was awarded the 2015 Orange County Senior of the Year Award by his peers. He is
known by so many for his dedication and involvement with the Senior Council. He has been
a member of the Senior Council and the Board of Directors for years. He is also a member of
the Orange County Senior Games committee having spent hours planning and coordinating
various games and events during a two week period. Not only is he a committee member he
is also a participant having won numerous gold, silver and bronze medals during the games.

A member of the Office for the Aging’s RSVP Council, Bob assists seniors with challenging,
rewarding and significant volunteer service opportunities. He is a member of the Village of
Florida Fun Fest Committee and was awarded the 2014 Florida Family Funfest Citizen of
the Year. Presently, he serves as Chairman of the Village of Florida Planning Board and was
formally a member of the village Zoning Board of Appeals. Bob has been a member of the
American Legion Post #1250 for the past 38 years serving as adjutant for the past 15 years.
Bob has also held leadership positions in the Friends of the Florida Public Library, the
Fallsburg Fishing and Boating Club, and is a member of the Florida Historical Society, and
the Seward Homestead restoration committee.

One of Bob’s proudest moments was being instrumental in the planning, coordination and
establishment of a new senior group, the Flor-Wick Friends, of which he is now president.
His main reason for volunteering is “I enjoy helping people — it makes me feel good.”

Bob resides in the Village of Florida with Nancy, his wife of 39 years.
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AWARDEE:
Russell Hallock

Orange County

Russell Hallock is a lifelong resident in the town of Washingtonville and was unanimously
awarded the 2015 Orange County Outstanding Contribution by a Senior Award. Russell
continuously puts the needs of others before himself.

Russell attended Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute seeking a degree in engineering. After
retiring from West Point, Russell became the full-time care giver to his parents. He was
introduced to the life of volunteerism through his mother who was an active home-delivered
meal volunteer for more than 40 years.

Mr. Hallock currently volunteers for three of Blooming Grove’s programs dedicated to
assisting seniors. He has delivered meals for the Senior Dining Program for over 25 years.
Russell is known for delivering meals to homebound seniors as the guy “who will go
regardless of the weather with a smile and a hello.” He goes beyond just the delivery of the
meal - Russell takes the time to chat and to make sure all is well with the meal recipient.

He is also an integral part of Blooming Grove’s FISH program giving of his time for more
than 20 years. This program provides medical equipment and supplies to those who cannot
afford to purchase these items on their own. He will personally pick up donations and make
sure they make it to the homes of those who are in need.

Three years ago, Russell took on an additional venture. He is now a volunteer for the
Blooming Grove Neighbor for Neighbor Program. Russell rarely turns down a call to help.
According to the program coordinator, “Russell will only turn down a call to help when he is
already booked to help someone else at the same time.” He is extremely dedicated.
Russell provides transportation to and from medical appointments, rides to food pantries,
pharmacies and will grocery shop for those who cannot get out on their own. Russell is
more than a volunteer he is a friend, a voice, a friendly person to chat with.

“‘Russell helps me feel connected with the community,” said W YORK .
a homebound neighbor. When asked his opinion on stvEor ?\fﬁxe for
volunteering, Russell said, “l am a quiet man, | do not the Aging

do it for the recognition, | do it for others.” Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
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AWARDEE:

Joanne Gardner
Oswego County

Joanne Gardner has lived in Oswego County all of her life. Joanne attended Mexico
Academy School and after graduation went into WAF (Women in Air force) for a year.
Joanne furthered her education and began her career. She was employed by the Oswego
Speedway, the Wine Creek Inn, and in 2011, she retired from Oswego Hospital where she
had worked for 38 years.

Joanne has volunteered her gifts to many worthy organizations. Some of her committees
have been: Harborfest Hospitality Manager (20 yrs), Member of MACS/Alumni Band (20
yrs as treasurer), ARISE Advisory Board (15yrs) and she was ARISE Volunteer of the year
in 2013. Joanne also Participates in the Granby Senior Citizens and is their Trip Director, is
an active member of RSVP, is a member of the Board of Directors of the Compass Federal
Credit Union, is an active member on the Allocations Committee for the Oswego County
United Way, and is also a certified AARP/RSVP Tax Preparer.

“To be honest, volunteering is a way of life for me, something | have always done.
Volunteering allows me to give back to my community in some small way, to advocate for
those who cannot advocate for themselves or because of pride refuse to. | believe that
people need a voice, and as long as | can, | will continue to do everything in my power to
see their needs are addressed,” she said.
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AWARDEE:
Sheila Serbay

Otsego County

When Sheila Serbay was a Professor of Psychology at SUNY Oneonta, she started Food
vs Fuel eight years ago as a class assignment with her students. She used the program as
a way to get students to see the need of seniors in the community. She has continued to
work with new groups of students each year to raise funds and gather donations to make
food boxes for distribution. The idea is to save seniors money — cash not used on food

can be used for heating their homes. She has also helped countless individuals “get their
life together” by helping those with drug and alcohol issues access treatment. She excels
at being a friend. She recognized the need for her students to understand that there are
many with little and the importance of helping through community engagement throughout
their lives.

Sheila was born and raised in Manhattan. She worked as a Criminal Investigator in the
narcotics division for the Westchester Sherriff's Department. In 1985 she relocated to
Otsego County. She has been married to her husband Michael for 36 years.

She has also been an active family caregiver. Sheila has three children and two
grandchildren.
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AWARDEE:
Norma Ralph

Otsego County

Norma is a lifelong Otsego County Resident except for about 18 months, when she and her
husband tried New Jersey, but found it lacking.

Her husband Marty, of 34 years, passed away in 1994 while he was Otsego County
Sheriff. She and Marty adopted all three of their children and were foster parents in years
past. Norma resides in her family homestead along with one of her sons and his family.

Her son is the sixth generation to reside in the home.

Norma has always helped others. She was a founding member of her community’s
emergency squad and continued acting as treasurer after no longer going out on calls.
She assists with community organizations fundraising eventsm - including dinners for her
church, the fire department and the Historical Society.

She is instrumental in helping a number of her neighbors to continue to live in the
community independently. She provides transportation to doctors’ visits, goes shopping,
and even changes light bulbs.

Norma started helping others because she saw a need and knew she could help.

She enjoys knowing that she can help others.

Office for
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AWARDEE:
Karen Yurko

Putnam County

Karen Yurko generously volunteers her time for numerous organizations and community
events. As an RSVP volunteer, Karen makes phone calls to reach out to homebound
seniors who receive meals through the Putnam County Office for Senior Resources.
She makes sure that they are doing well. She reassures them that there is someone
who cares for them.

Karen also helps the Putnam Community Action Program with fundraising efforts to help
feed hungry families in Putnam County. She is an active volunteer with Carmel Recreation
and serves as an Elf at the Breakfast with Santa event.

Karen gives many hours at the weekly senior drop-in meetings. In addition Karen marches
with the seniors in the Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day Parades. Karen also walks the
March of Dimes RSVP Golden Mile, a March of Dimes fundraiser for babies. Karen helps
with fundraising for the Salvation Army ringing the bell at the kettle in front of different
stores and is also a Eucharist minister and lector at her church. She visits homebound
citizens in Putnam County providing them with communion and spiritual comfort — she is an
enthusiastic lady who spreads her positive attitude everywhere she volunteers.

She feels blessed to be able to help others who are less fortunate - who may be too proud
to ask for help but graciously accept assistance when it is offered. Karen takes pride in
knowing she has helped others through her service time. She has seen smiles on faces
that otherwise would have been frowning without her comforting words and kindness.

Karen was born in Yonkers and has lived her entire life in New York State. She has lived in
Mahopac for the last 43 years. Karen worked at Graymoor Friars for 25 years.

This September, Karen and her husband Andrew will celebrate their 60th wedding
anniversary. They have five children and seven grandchildren.
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AWARDEE:
Edward McDowell

Putnam County

Ed McDowell has been a resident of Putnam County for 42 years and was born and raised
in Yonkers. He is a decorated U.S. Army Veteran. Ed has volunteered and served in the
following organizations: Guiding Eyes for the Blind, Green Chimney’s Children’s Services
for 20 years, Friends of the Great Swamp for 16 years, and the Putnam Humane Society
for six years.

Ed participates regularly in local veteran’s organizations, the Putnam County Emerald
Association Feis, and the Annual Dinner Dance. Ed has also mentored 10 young men in
achieving Eagle Scout status. In addition, he has also completed extensive restoration work
for three historic landmark buildings including the Old Southeast Church and the
Doansburg Schoolhouse.

Ed also serves as a member of the following community organizations: The Putnam
County Land Trust, Starr Ridge Manor Civic Association, The Putnam County Emerald
Association, Landmarks Preservation of Southeast, Peach Lake Environmental Committee
and the St Patrick’s Day Parade Committee. He is the current Parade Coordinator.

Ed’s devotion to volunteering was influenced by his parents Thomas and Ellen, immigrants
who experienced the “American Dream” and who always took pride in “giving back.”

He believes a community is vitally enhanced by participation and volunteerism. The quality
of life and those who come after are beneficially impacted by day to day efforts of people
who care.

Ed has been married to his wife Christine for 44 years. Together, he and Christine have
three beautiful daughters Meridith, Kimberly and Kristin. He also has two grandchildren.
He retired from Verizon after 31 years of service.
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AWARDEE:
Juanita King

Queens County

Juanita Watts King, 84 years old, a native of Middle, Georgia, is the daughter of Velma
Dudley and Ernest G. Watts and the oldest of eight siblings. She attended both grade and
middle school in her home town of Tennille, Georgia. A town so small, she often joked, that it
could not be located on the maps before the Atlanta Falcons drafted Hershel Walker to play
football for them.

During her early years, she and two sisters often competed to see who could stay on the honor
roll of their respective classes the longest. However, the day came when Juanita went off to
high school and left her sisters behind. At T. J. Elders High School she excelled and was the
editor of the school newspaper, a member of the debating team, the drama club and home
economics. She graduated at the top of her class. After high school, Juanita headed for the
bright lights of New York City. While attending a gospel concert, she reunited with a former
classmate who needed a roommate and promised to help her find a job.

On a Labor Day holiday, Juanita met her future husband, who was a staff sergeant in the U.S.
Marine Corp. They were married for 56 years before he passed away. In the interim Juanita
went back to school and graduated Cum Laude from Fordham University. After working as an
Editorial Assistant, for a number of years, Mrs. King became Managing Editor of Immunology
and Allergy Practice, a journal dedicated to the continuing education of physicians in that
specialty. She retired from that position in 1994.

A long time resident of St. Albans, she has served as Organizer and Chairperson of the 198th
Street Block Association and president of the St. Albans Civic Association. As a church member,
she volunteered and taught Black Awareness to boys and girls at the St. Albans Baptist Church
for 15 years. During that time, students visited many historical sites in Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Florida, South Carolina other interesting sites.

Mrs. King is also an active member of the Missionary Board and a member of the Pastors Aide
Club at the church. She is also a long time member of the

Brooks Senior Center in Queens. She has served on many NEWYORK | Office for
of the committees such as Board of Directors, Advisory grrornm | the Aging
Council, Program Chairperson and Assistant Editor of the Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor

Babbling Brooks, the center’s news letter. Corinda Crossdale, Director



AWARDEE:
Su Chen

Queens County

Su Chen is a retired registered nurse. She immigrated to the United States 45 years ago from
Taiwan with her family. They settled in the Bronx, where she still lives with her husband,
Dr. I-His Chen, a retired physician.

Shortly after her arrival in the U.S., Mrs. Chen began working at a hospital during the day, and
attended English as a Second Language (ESL) classes at night. She decided to go back to
school to advance her career, after being out of school for more than 25 years. While working
full time as a staff nurse, Ms. Chen finally earned her Bachelor’s degree in nursing at Mercy
College and her Master’s degree in Gerontology at New Rochelle College. She took a position
as Nursing Team Manager at Calvary Hospital and received several awards for her hard work
and leadership during her 30 years empoyed there. She retired in 1999.

After retirement, Mrs. Chen joined Selfhelp Prince Street Senior Center and offered to teach
Mandarin for Cantonese-speaking and English-speaking peers. She was elected to the Policy
Advisory Council (PAC) as secretary and then chairperson. She advocated to install traffic
lights and slow signs at the intersection between Prince Street and 37th Avenue near the se-
nior center, and carried out “Safe Street” surveys between Northern Boulevard and Roosevelt
Avenue. She led PAC members to meet City Councilmen asking to repair the senior center after
the 2004 hurricane and looked for a better place to move to. In July 2010, when Prince Street
merged into Selfhelp Benjamin Rosenthal Senior Center, she was elected Co-Chair of the new
PAC and campaigned for a successful transitional project called “Ambassador” to get members
of the two centers together. She also lead PAC activities to advocate for improved conditions in
the city for older adults. She distributed and advocated for hundreds of signed petitions asking
Congress to apologize for the historic wrong act “China Exclu-
sion,” and has distributed petitions against airplane noise over
Flushing downtown area.15 years ago when Su Chen retired,
she had a desire to reach out to the community and she chose
NEWYORK | Office fOI' Selfhelp Prince Street Senior Center. She feels happy to con-
;o;mmm the Aging  tipute and is glad to see the differences her constant efforts
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor have made: a better senior center and a better community.
Corinda Crossdale, Director




AWARDEE:
Linda Herschfeld

Richmond County

Linda has lived in New York State her whole life (71 years). She is married 47 years to her
husband, David, and the parents of two children. She was brought up in Brooklyn and
resides now in Staten Island for approximately 40 years.

Linda started out as an office manager for a carpet company for eight years, and after a
hiatus to raise her children, she returned to the work force as an assistant in the appraisal
department of a real estate office. After the real estate position, she found a job that she really
enjoyed in a foster care and adoption agency. At first, she was an administrative assistant
and worked her way up to being an assistant development director.

At present Linda is retired and enjoys volunteering. A proud South Shore Rotarian since
2004, she has held several leadership positions in the organization. One of the most
gratifying events that she co-chairs at Rotary is the Scholarship Luncheon for senior high
school students, which celebrates service above self in the community. Linda also represents
her club at the Five Club Council of Rotary Clubs on Staten Island. At this council they work
together for the community. At Thanksgiving they distribute turkey dinners to the less
fortunate on Staten Island. This year she was chosen to receive the Paul Harris award which
is the highest honor you can receive in Rotary for your work in the community. In addition,
Linda is also involved at the Jewish Community Center of Staten Island (JCC ISC) and is on
its Center for Life-Long Development (CLLD) board as treasurer, and a member of the arts
and entertainment committee.

In the past, she was a board member of Staten Island Children’s Campaign which raises
money for 20 non-profits on Staten Island; a reading volunteer coordinator in an elementary
school; and an assistant cub-master.

Linda said that when she was young her mother always said that it is important to help

others and this makes you a better person. She loves volunteering because of the new
experiences she is able to gain, and enjoys helping people

in her community. Linda says volunteering makes her smile. NEWYORK | Office for
Through volunteering Linda has met many wonderful people greorrnm- | the Aging
that she would never had come in contact otherwise. Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
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AWARDEE:
Joseph Harris

Richmond County

Joseph is a native New Yorker. He is married to his wife, Frances. They have three
children and three grandchildren. Joseph and Frances reside in Staten Island. They enjoy
taking trips to Florida a couple of times each year.

Joseph enjoys volunteering and helping the community. He offers great help to the Jewish
Community of Staten Island in particular.

Joseph started raising funds for charitable organizations as a teenager. It was instilled into
him as part of his education. In college he served as President of the Sociological Society.
After receiving his M.S.W. and Rabbinical ordination, he served to establish a
congregation in a new neighborhood in E.N.Y Brooklyn and served as a volunteer

rabbi for seven years.

He helped to found a new community in Staten Island where he served as executive of
the Jewish Community Center (JCC). He initiated the Council of Jewish Organizations of
Staten Island. He served as President of his Professional Association and was awarded
professional of the Year. He conducted the UJA-Federation campaign at the YISi for 36
years. He was awarded the Allan Weissglass Volunteer award at the JCC of Staten Island.
He was also awarded a leadership award by the Jewish Foundation School.

He serves on the Board of Hillel and the Center for Life-Long Development-CLLD (ISC of
the JCC). Joseph said that he enjoys helping the community and people. He added that it
makes his life feel meaningful.
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AWARDEE:

Suresh Arya
Rockland County

Suresh Arya is the volunteer Executive Director of Jeevan Jyoti, Inc. This organization

is an Indo-American support group for individuals over fifty. The center conducts various
activities and, as indicated by his nominator, he devotes an extraordinary amount of time
to bettering the lives of the Indo-American senior community in Rockland County. He also
consults with various voluntary agencies on quality improvement and incident investigation.

Suresh says that this country has been wonderful to him. He sees a great need for seniors
to get out of the house as much as five days each week. The senior center provides many
activities so that this is possible.

Suresh worked for the U.S. Army Medical Command and at psychiatric clinics and schools
for the developmentally disabled and emotionally challenged. He has had various positions
serving three NY State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disability (DDSO)
offices.

Suresh has lived in New York City since 1973. He received his Masters of Social Work in
1973. He has two children, and two grandchildren.

Office for
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AWARDEE:
Purificacion Cabusi

Rockland County

Puring has lived in New York since 1990 and has been a volunteer in many areas. Leaders
in the community are aware of her good works. According to her nominator, she has spent
more than 30 years of her life providing valuable service to the community in general, and
to children and seniors in particular.

Puring has been active in the Philippine American Seniors Association for more than 30
years, including serving the organization as President. She has been a foster grandparent
in Rockland for 22 years where she helps children at risk. She has been a counselor to the
dying for more than 10 years, working with St. Catherine’s Church in Blauvelt.

According to her nominator, she makes the people who are sick and dying happy and at
peace. She has a special talent to console the dying and those that will be left by the dying.

Puring says being with the children through the Foster Grandparent Program lets her show
her love for both children and seniors. She loves to make other people happy.
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AWARDEE:

Ron Owen

Saratoga County

While Ron Owen originally hails from Vermont, he attended Albany business college
and decided to remain in New York State after graduation. He has lived in the town
of Greenfield for 46 years where he raised a daughter and a son. He is a past
employee of the New York State Tax Department, from which he retired after 32
years of service.

Ron decided to use his bureaucratic experience and 12 years ago went to
volunteer for the AARP Tax-Aide program. This program is a joint effort by AARP
and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to provide free tax return preparation for the
elderly, although assistance is given to all age groups. The Saratoga County Office
for the Aging serves as one of several sites in the county. Ron has been the local
coordinator of the Office for the Aging site for the past six years.

In 2014, Ron also started preparing returns for the VITA (Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance) program at the Ballston Area Community Center in Ballston Spa. VITA
is a similar tax program but for lower income individuals, run under the guidance of
the IRS.

Ron started to volunteer because he determined that he had a lot of time and en-
ergy at his disposal and it was clear to him that he needed to put these assets to
work. He has always enjoyed helping others and given his career history, the
volunteer tax return preparation was the perfect choice.

As every volunteer knows, helping others is a two way street. Ron knows without a
doubt that he gets back more from those he helps that he can ever give, he said.
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AWARDEE:

Joanna Valente
Saratoga County

Joanna Valente was born in Troy, grew up in Albany, and graduated from Cardinal McCloskey
High school in 1960 at age 17. As a single mother, raised her three children in Stillwater.
Joanna’s professional career included data entry, processing Medicare/Medicaid provider forms
for an automobie organization, and she was a supervisor for Fleet Bank for many years.
Joanna’s hobbies include dancing: ballet, or tap - she lives to dance!

Joanna has been volunteering in one capacity or another for most of her life. At a young age
she started by helping her father by selling ice cream out of the back of a car for Dipsy Doodle
Ilce Cream Parlor at the little league field in North Albany.

She was a member of CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) at Sacred Heart Church where she
was part of the “Black Light Shows” doing chorus and dancing performances for folks. Joanna
was also a candy striper at Memorial Hospital. She spent a few years assisting at The Center
for HOPE- an organization that helps families with exploited and missing persons. She helped
at the Captains Thrift Store for five years, and spent five years assisting with the Saratoga
County Senior Nutrition Program.

She also has been a member of the American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary for four years, and

a member of the North Albany Limericks for 15 years—singing on the float in the annual St.
Patricks’ day parade. Her volunteer opportunities also include crocheting lap robes for Schuyler
Ridge Nursing Home and Cooks Adult Home. Joanna has been past and is the present
president of the Mechanicville Senior Center. She is a leader at the Senior Center.

Joanna also volunteers for the Saratoga County Office for the Aging —filing, data entry, general

duties, and special events such as Interagency Day and the annual senior luncheon event.

Joanna is a bubbly, energetic lady that is a pleasure to be around. Her smile is contagious.
NEWYORKC | Officefor  she has met many, many, many interesting people and made
jromme | the Aging  new friendships. Volunteering and helping others has made her

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor feel good about herself.
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Joanna started to volunteer to broaden her horizons. She says




AWARDEE:

Vernon Scoville
Schenectady County

Mr. Vernon Scoville was born in Nebraska, but has lived in Niskayuna for the past 41 years.
In 1992 he retired after working 38 years at G.E. Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory as an
atomic engineer. He has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the University of Nebraska.
He served in the U.S. Army for two years in Korea.

Mr. Scoville’s civic service began 59 years ago, helping widows with home repairs at his
Emmanuel-Friedens Church. He has served on all committees, taught Sunday School and
was a youth group leader.

He was an active leader in social justice (1960’s) helping to accomplish race relation
changes. He was active in refugee resettlement, assisting families from Eastern Europe
find housing in the Capital Region. He was instrumental in making the church a welcoming
and affirming Congregation for individuals discriminated against for their LGBT lifestyles.

Currently he provides lawn care for eight of his neighbors, serves on the Senior Advisory
Committee for the Town of Niskayuna, and was instrumental in increasing the Senior
Center membership from 35 (2012) to 300+ (today). His passion for literacy is
demonstrated by his time spent volunteering at a local book store and at the Friends

of the Schenectady County library.

When Mr. Scoville and his wife arrived in Schenectady, they wanted to get involved in a
socially conscious church and immediately started volunteering. Mr. Scoville said he likes
to help others because he gets a “big charge out of doing this.” He has been known to work
for an occasional homemade pie.

Vernon has been married for 61 years to his wife, June.
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AWARDEE:

Ronald Pucci

Schenectady County

Mr. Ronald Pucci was born and raised in Schenectady, graduating from Linton High School.
In 1991 he received an Associates Degree in Applied Science from Schenectady County
Community College. He spent four years in the Navy and an additional two years as a
Machine Repair-2nd Class.

He has been a Schenectadian for 67 years, and currently resides in Scotia. He worked
for General Electric for 38 years as a Tool and Die Maker and Cost Estimator for the large
steam turbine unit. He has one child, and two grandchildren and in the past was a foster
parent.

Mr. Pucci, is a five-year volunteer for the Salvation Army, often cooking turkey meals for
residents. He also assists seniors at a local rehab center, Capstone, in Amsterdam. He

helped raise funds to purchase a stove for their meal program and is referred to as the

“Bread Man” delivering bread to senior housing complexes.

He is a CROP walker, raising funds for local food pantries and international food organiza-
tions. He belongs to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, where he has served as a deacon
and elder for 25 years.

He helps seniors obtain rides to doctors’ appointments and offers other aid as needed.
He has served the Town of Glenville as the Assistant Vice-Chair of Parks for 13 years.

Mr. Pucci said he volunteers to help others and wants to make life better for seniors and
the community in general. He likes to accomplish his goals and enjoys getting “thank you’s”
from people who are helped.

Office for

NEW YORK
gLfon%NlTY the Aglng

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Corinda Crossdale, Director




AWARDEE:

Ruth Bradt
Schoharie County

Ruth was born and raised on the North Shore of Long Island, went to college in Oswego,
then married and moved to upstate New York where she has lived for the last 43 years.

She raised a family (two children and three grandchildren), occasionally worked as a
part-time secretary, trained horses, and taught Hunt Seat Equitation. For the last 40 years
Ruth has been a full time farmer’s wife on a dairy farm but, most recently has been raising
beef and crops.

Mrs. Bradt has been a member of the Town of Cobleskill Planning Board (eight years) and
served on several short term committees including one helping to draft a town master plan.
She’s enjoyed being a representative in preparing the school budget and exploring the
merger of town and village government.

Today Ruth helps staff the County Volunteer Center and serves on the Town of Cobleskill
Zoning Board of Appeals. In addition, she’s also involved with Schoharie County OFA
serving as Ombudsman and also as a medical transport volunteer.

Ruth enjoys helping the Town Boards of Cobleskill, helping the Community Volunteer
Center, serving as an Ombudsman, and being a medical transport volunteer, but most of all
she really enjoys volunteering to help and assist seniors and others, she said.

Office for
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AWARDEE:
Gary Riggi
Schoharie County

Gary Riggi has lived in Schenectady County all of his life. He is married to his wife and best
friend Sharon, whom he started dating as a sophomore in high school. The Riggis currently
live in Scotia with their three children, Matthew, Joshua and Paul.

Gary Riggi began volunteering at the local parish when he was 25 as a catechist teacher
for 7th grade. He has been volunteering in variety of ways ever since. Gary’s business as
a contractor provided him skills and connections in rebuilding 78 homes in Schenectady
County after the floods from hurricanes Irene and Lee hit upstate New York. After the work
in Schenectady was finished, his team began to focus on Schoharie County.

In 2011, Gary started a coalition that would evolve into the founding of the Joshua
Project. The Joshua Project is under the umbrella of the Joshua Foundation. Gary has
been a board member and speaker for the last 12 years. In 2013 he received the
Community Hero award from the Schenectady Foundation for his work in rebuilding so
many of the damaged and what were thought to be lost homes.

In 2014 Mr. Riggi received the James F. Seeley award for the recovery efforts for the
people in Schoharie County. He also received recognition from the U.S. Congress and
Congressman Paul Tonko for his work in Rotterdam Junction after tropical storm Irene. In
2014, the Joshua Project received The Community Impact Award from the United Way for
extraordinary work in meeting human need while giving strength and hope to Schoharie
County, through a summer lunch program Gary started. He is also a deacon in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Albany assigned to Our Lady of the Valley in Middleburgh.

Gary said he started volunteering because he grew up in a home where his parents were
always doing something for others. “They always seemed to get so much out of the work
they did and the people they met. So | have carried that forward, meeting someone in need
and helping them to see that there is hope and people who care about them,” he said.
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AWARDEE:
Kenneth Wilson

Schuyler County

Ken Wilson is a life-long native New Yorker currently residing in Watkins Glen. After graduating
from Elmira College, he went to work for Marine Midland Bank. He worked for Marine Midland/
HSBC for 32 years and he retired in 2006 after serving as Branch Manager/Vice President of
the Watkins Glen branch for 25 years. Ken was then employed as Executive Director by the
Schuyler Health Foundation, the fundraising arm of Schuyler Hospital. When he started missing
his banking roots, he accepted a position as Business Development Officer for the Chemung
Canal Trust Company, serving the Schuyler County market since 2010.

Ken’s immediate family includes daughter and son-in-law, Jenny and Thomas Lewis and his
two grandchildren, Tyler, age 14, and Emma, age 6. He has a sister and two nieces who all live
locally.

Ken has been involved in a number of volunteer activities within his community. He has served
in the following capacities: 25 year Board member and Past Chair of Schuyler Health
Foundation, Trustee of the Watkins Glen Public Library, Care First Fund Development
Committee, Past President & Campaign Chair of Schuyler County United Way, “My Place”
Fund Development Committee, member & Past Chair of Watkins Glen Area Chamber of
Commerce, Past Board member of Schuyler Hospital, member & Past President of Watkins-
Montour Rotary Club, Director of Northrup Foundation, member & Elder of First Presbyterian
Church of Watkins Glen, Chaired major fund drives for Schuyler Hospital, United Way, and the
Presbyterian Church.

Various fundraising efforts have brought the greatest pleasure to Ken. In particular, chairing the
Hospital Emergency Room Campaign, serving on the steering committee to build a street-level
public library, and spearheading a successful fund drive for his church’s renovation made him
recognize that we must be good stewards of all that has been given us.

Ken'’s volunteerism began due to his career in banking. He was encouraged by his first boss to
become involved in the community he was serving. He has derived a great deal of satisfaction

out of helping to improve the quality of life in his community. NEwYorK | Office for
“I believe once you start giving back to your ; | the Aging
community, the more you want to do,” he said. Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
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AWARDEE:
Judith Haughey

Phillips
Schuyler County

Judy is a life-long resident of Watkins Glen. Her great-grandfather settled in Watkins Glen in 1854
working the railroad with General Magee. He also laid the foundation of the present day St. Mary’s
of the Lake Church starting the tradition of the family volunteering.

Judy is retired from Schuyler County, where she worked for nearly two decades as the Director of
Public Health. Following that she served as a Village of Watkins Glen Trustee for three years and
then served as Mayor for another 22 years. She is currently working as a concierge at the beautiful
Harbor Hotel. Judy has one son, Jim, who along with his wife, Maryanne, lives in Rochester. She
also has two granddaughters, Erin and Lauren. Judy lives with her calico cat, Grizabella.

Judy has served in many capacities within her community. She previously volunteered on the
Finger Lakes Board of Directors with the American Lung Association; Chemung, Schuyler Chapter
of the American Red Cross Board of Directors; EOP of Chemung & Schuyler Counties; Schuyler
Chapter of the American Cancer Society; Schuyler Hospital Auxiliary, Past President; Southern
Tier Heart Association, Past President; Southern Tier Hospice, Past President; and St. Mary’s of
the Lake, Finance Committee. Current involvement includes Board of Visitors, Elmira Psychiatric
Center; Elmira College Presidents Council; League of Women Voters, Past President, Current
Secretary; The Arc of Schuyler, Guardianship Committee; Schuyler County Catholic Charities;
Schuyler County Community Services Board; Schuyler County Democratic Committee; Schuyler
County Mental Health Association, Board of Directors, Past President; Southern Finger Lakes
Women, Past President; Southern Tier Library Foundation, Current President; Watkins Glen
International Registration; Watkins Glen Grand Prix Festival, Volunteer Chair; Watkins Glen
Promotions, Current Treasurer; Watkins Glen Public Library Board of Trustees; Watkins Montour
Rotary Club. Judy has a goal to be an active participant in community affairs which she has

certainly met and continues to do so.
NEWYORK | Office for different groups and share different interests over the years. Judy
gromme | the Aging  sincerely hopes to have many years ahead to continue to get to

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor know all who live, work and volunteer in the Southern Tier.
Corinda Crossdale, Director

Judy’s personal commitment to volunteering started when she
worked for Schuyler County. She has enjoyed getting to work with




AWARDEE:
Irene Jones

Seneca County

Irene Jones has lived in Waterloo for most of her life, raising two sons in

Waterloo with her husband. While her children were young, she was a homemaker,
but once they grew up, she worked as a housekeeper in the Huntington Nursing
Home until she retired.

Irene likes to keep busy, so in 2007, she decided to do volunteer work and joined
the Foster Grandparent Program, where she volunteers in the Headstart Program
with three to five year olds. She assists teachers and also reads, plays, and helps
to improve in the childrens learning. She sais, “I love every minute of it and it keeps
me going”.

Since 2007, her life has centered on helping children as a Foster Grandparent. She
influences people in her community to also join as Foster Grandparent volunteers.
She knows that working with children is the best way to stay “young” and healthy
and she wants her friends to also have a reason to get up in the morning, which is
a benefit of volunteering that she greatly enjoys. Thanks to Irene’s encouragment,
new Foster Grandparents started volunteering too because of her support. She
continues to support and encourage others by maintaining that smile and showing
how easy it can be.

“| get a great satisfaction in working with students and | feel like | leave each day
having a feeling of helping a student achieve academically...and in their self-worth,”
she said.

Volunteering gives her a feeling of usefulness, greater happiness, feels appreciated
and gives her satisfaction with life. She knows that her time spent volunteering is
worthwhile. She knows that she both helps needy children improve in their learning
and sets a great example for her peers. She doesn'’t stop there though; she
encourages them to get involved.

The staff she works with consistently indicate her excellent ]
value and teamwork. She’s found her niche. She knows %ﬁ{{%ﬁ:" Office for
what she does well, and does it well. ;; ~ | the Aging
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AWARDEE:
Edward Fischer

St. Lawrence County

Edward Fischer was born June 13, 1931 in Jersey City, NJ to Edward and Minnie Buy
Fischer. He was their only child and attended school in Cliffside Park, NJ.

Edward entered the military in 1949 and served 20 years on active duty. He received the
Good Conduct Medal with two knots, the National Defense Service Medal with one oak leaf
cluster, the Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze stars, the Republic of Vietham
campaign ribbon, and the Meritorious Unit Citation. In 1969, he was awarded the

Army Commendation Medal.

Ed met his wife Virginia when he was stationed at Fort Drum. They married on September
3, 1955 in DeKalb Junction, New York and enjoyed 54 years of marriage while living in
DeKalb. Virginia passed away in 2010. Ed has lived in DeKalb Junction for 46 years and
was a founding member of the DeKalb Senior Citizens Club more than 30 years ago.

Ed has served as Chaplain of the DeKalb Senior Citizens and held the office of
Membership for the past 10 years. Ed has also been a volunteer for Meals on Wheels and
assists at the congregate nutrition site. Ed regularly checks on his elderly neighbors,
ensuring they have enough food and that they are safe and warm. He gets their mail

and spends time socializing with them.

Ed has been serving others all his life. He is the first friendly, welcoming face when you
enter the nutrition site. Ed enjoys keeping busy and helping others as much as possible.
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AWARDEE:
Joyce Persons
St. Lawrence County

Joyce has resided in New York State all her life; spending most of it in Star Lake. Joyce
spent many joyous years with her husband Jerry until his passing last year. She was the
Nutrition Manager at the Star Lake Nutrition Site with the Office for the Aging for more than
10 years and she continues to volunteer there as needed. Joyce is a devoted mother and
grandmother who loves sharing her time with family, friends, and the community.

In 2015, Joyce became the President of the Clifton-Fine Senior Citizens after holding the
position of Vice President for four years. Joyce is a member of the St. Lawrence County
Office for the Aging Advisory Council and is on the Board of Directors for the St. Lawrence
County Council of Senior Citizens. She is a member of the Star Lake American Legion
Auxiliary, and was the Assistant Leader for the Daisy Girl Scouts. Joyce was a member of
the Eastern Stars for over 30 years. She also was a Deaconess of the congregation of the
First Baptist Church and the Sunday School Superintendent.

Joyce was instrumental in bringing public bus transportation to the remote area of Star
Lake on a weekly basis for travel to Potsdam and Canton. Many people in this area do not
drive and this allowed them to make trips to Walmart, grocery stores, medical
appointments, and others which they previously did not have access to.

Joyce also was the guiding force behind bringing health promotion and exercise classes to
the Star Lake Community Center. Joyce is a fantastic fund raiser for all the organizations
she volunteers with and can always be counted upon to assist with planning parties and
events.

Joyce takes her leadership roles very seriously and goes the extra mile for the Clifton-Fine
Senior Citizens. Joyce is highly devoted and always is advocating on the behalf of seniors.
Her willingness to give of her time and travel great

distances around the county representing our remote NEWYORK | Office for
area has made a huge difference for the seniors in the grrornm | the Aging
Star Lake area. Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor

Corinda Crossdale, Director



AWARDEE:

Jane Jamison
Steuben County

At 84 years old, Jane Jamison has cultivated a lifestyle of volunteerism. Born in the Bronx,
Jane attended PS 87 and Julia Richman High School. Upon graduation, she left the city to
attend Alfred University. She fell in love with the area, and began her career with the Hornell
Central School District in 1962, where she was a math teacher, counseled the Math Club, and
pioneered the computer learning program for the district.

Jane advocated for the use of computer application in the learning curriculum. She became a
member of NYS Association for Computers and Technologies in Education and served as
Secretary of the Computer Teacher’s Group, involved with event planning and political
advocacy. She was selected for a Governor’s appointment to the Alfred State College Council,
and the Educational Foundation ASC Scholarship Committee.

Jane also served as secretary of the Bethesda Foundation, a non-profit organization devoted
to the support of health-related projects and scholarships in the Hornell area. She volunteered
with the Southern Tier Library System, and is a member of the Fortnightly Literary Club. Jane
has been a board member of the Hornell YMCA, St. James Mercy Hospital, and the Institute
for Human Services. She was on the Funding Selection Committee of the United Way of the
Southern Tier. She serves as treasurer of Temple Beth El, empowering Hornell's dwindling
Jewish population. Jane is a volunteer with Faith In Action, driving older adults to medical
appointments, grocery shopping, and other necessary travel.

She says that is was an easy transition from teacher to volunteer, and said that “the community
won’t survive without people to help.”

“Hornell is a unique community. Finding a sense of self is much more difficult in New York City
compared to a small community like this.”

NEW YORK
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AWARDEE:

Ruth Walters
Steuben County

{ =B, é“;‘g‘;m;
Ruth Walters was born and raised on Long Island, where she worked full time and
volunteered for the Civil Air Patrol and Girl Scouts. In 1989, she moved from Bohemia to
Bath. She and her husband, Richard (Dick), are members of the historic First
Presbyterian Church of Bath, where she currently is an Elder, Clerk of Session, and
Sanctuary Tour Guide. She has become even more involved with volunteerism after she
retired in 2011.

The spouse of a Navy Veteran, Walters has become an influential leader for serving our
Veterans and Military Families. She is the Vice Chairperson of the Veterans Affairs
Volunteer Services Executive Committee, coordinating policies for providing services to
veterans.

Walters also serves with the Red Cross as the Services to the Armed Forces National
Deputy Representative for the Eastern Region and Mid-Atlantic Region. She accompanies
SAF teams to airports as Servicemen leave and return from deployment. She is also on
the SAF Advisory Committee as the VA lead, allowing her to work closely with Red Cross
volunteers across the region who would like to volunteer at VA's in their areas.

Walters is also a member of the Red Cross Disaster Action Team, assisting individuals
affected by local emergencies, like house fires. She is part of the Disaster Assessment
Team, responding to community-wide disasters to assist in determining locations for
shelters and food deliveries. As a licensed Amateur Radio Operator, she transmits
information to emergency and law enforcement agencies, and the public during severe
weather.

Walters continues to volunteer because “it just feels good to give back to the community
we live in.” She says that sometimes it feels as though she is working more than a full
time job. “A career can be very fulfilling, but volunteering

means you are doing it because you want to, not because NEW YORK
you have to,” she said. OPPORTUNITY.
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AWARDEE:

Thomas Reilly
Suffolk County

Thomas E. Reilly was born on May 8, 1918 in Jersey City, N.J. He graduated from St. Mary’s
High School in Rutherford, N.J. before joining the Army and serving in Europe during World
War Il. He rose to the rank of Sargent and married his sweetheart Edna during a short
furlough in February, 1944.

After the war, Tom and Edna moved to Paramus, N.J. where they raised their three children
and Tom worked in the trucking industry. While in Paramus, Tom was active in his church and
community. He was a longtime volunteer for the Paramus Volunteer Ambulance Corps, often
going out in the middle of the night to answer calls.

After Tom retired in 1983, he and his wife moved to Mattituck. He is the proud grandfather
of seven and great-grandfather of five. Tom’s wife suffered from dementia and he joined a
support group at the Town of Southold’s senior center in 1989. He wanted to find out how to
best care for his wife, which he did for many years. Because of his experience caring for his
spouse, Tom became an advocate and mentor for other caregivers. He served as a regular
member of the caregivers support group for more than 20 years, assisting other caregivers,
often giving a member his home number if they just wanted to talk.

Mr. Reilly is also a volunteer for the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)’s telephone
reassurance program. For more than 21 years, Tom has made weekly calls to homebound
seniors. The seniors look forward to his jokes and stories. The lively conversation certainly
brightens their lives and his friendship is genuine.

Mr. Reilly has been a lifelong volunteer. His son said “he is an extraordinary man, who on the
surface, appears to have lived an ordinary life. But as we know, looks can be deceiving.” In
his many volunteer roles, he has touched hundreds of lives. His kind and cheerful demeanor
will not be forgotten by the many people he has helped.
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AWARDEE:

Joyce Lurcock
Tioga County

Joyce Lurcock has spent her life in Owego. When she’s not volunteering for the Tioga
County Department of Aging, Joyce enjoys spending time with friends. She’s also an active
member of the Glenn A. Warner, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1371 auxiliary in Owego.

She is an avid baker, and is well known for her delicious desserts. When Joyce arrives at
the Department of Aging with a new recipe, word spreads quickly. Staff and volunteers stop
what they’re doing in order to indulge before dessert disappears!

Joyce has volunteered for the Department of Aging for 28 years. Her duties range from
delivering meals to serving older adults during special bi-monthly dinners. Joyce stands out
because of her never-ending willingness to help with anything that needs to be done. She
has a very positive outlook and always completes her tasks with a smile on her face. Joyce
understands that many recipients of home-delivered meals live alone and that she is often
the only person they might see during the week. She takes time out of her busy day to chat
with everyone on her route. This caring attitude makes a big difference in the lives of many
clients.

When Joyce began volunteering, she had just retired from IBM and had recently lost her
mother, whom she took care of at her home. Volunteering helped to fill the void. Joyce
recognizes the various needs in the community, and understands that she may have those
same needs in the future.

Office for
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AWARDEE:
Barbara Barry
Tompkins County

Barbara Barry was born in New York City, and raised in Lancaster, PA. It was that close knit
community that instilled a strong sense of civic engagement in Barbara and led her on a path of
volunteerism.

Barbara graduated from Brown University in 1959. Shortly after graduating, she went to Mexico
where she met her husband Frank, who was working for American Friends Service Committee.
They married in 1963 and moved to Ithaca in 1967. Barbara stayed at home to raise her
children until they started school.

She began volunteering at the Day Care Council and was employed there until she went to
nursing school at Tompkins-Cortland Community College in 1978. She began work at Cortland
Hospital as a floor nurse in the Mental Health Unit but became Clinical Coordinator of
Psychiatric Services as her career progressed.

Barbara has always volunteered in her community, seeing the needs and filling them as she
could. In Lansing, she helped start the Drop in Center. She also developed as after school
program at the Middle School - which now has an employment preparation component in the
High School. This program is part of the Rural Youth Services run by Cooperative Extension.

Upon retirement, Barbara volunteered on the Board of Opportunities, Alternatives and
Resources. She created a volunteer-run transportation system to help families visit their loved
ones in the county jail. For several years, she volunteered with the Alternatives to Violence
Program, which runs workshops in the Auburn Prison. Barbara also was active in developing
the Lansing Community Library and served on its first Board of Directors.

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.
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Barbara says that volunteering in the community was instilled in
her and her siblings at a young age, “It was something you just
Office for did as part of being grateful for what you were given,” she said.
the Aging . o y
She enjoys working with people, and giving back to the
community is very important to her.




AWARDEE:

Ted Sobel
Tompkins County

N

Ted was born in New Jersey and grew up in the country. He attended Rutgers University and
graduated with a B.S. in Agricultural Engineering in 1958, followed by an MS from Cornell in
1960. He then embarked on a 13,000 mile trek around the country interviewing for colleges and
job prospects and landed at Michigan State were he worked in Solar Energy. There he married
Nancy and returned to Tompkins County in 1962 to become a Research Associate at Cornell
and raise a family. Ted and his wife Nancy have lived in Brooktondale for almost 53 years.

Ted has a variety of hobbies and collections he has pursued for many years, including owning
his own country store since the 1970’s, and he’s enjoyed incorporating many of his interests
there. Ted has been a member of the Finger Lakes Bottle Collectors Association since 1970.
He has been involved in his community as a volunteer with the Brooktondale Community
Center throughout his work career and into retirement. Since the inception of the Community
Center in the 1960’s, Ted and Nancy started the Christmas County Store, and have volunteered
with Brooktondale Applefest, (creating a booklet for the Festival’'s 50th Anniversary), flea
markets, and many other events and projects over the years. Ted was a volunteer in the
Sciencenter in Ithaca for six years.

Using his computer skills, he started Babbage’s Basement in which he took old computers,
refurbished them and sold them to the public, with all profits benefitting the Sciencenter. It
was Ted’s work at the Community Center that led him to volunteering with the Caroline Food
Pantry. Ted has helped to make the Pantry what it is today. He does on site food management,
meets delivery trucks, supervises the distribution tables, diligently records volunteer hours for
the RSVP program, manages the store room and beyond. Ted is a positive presence, a good
listener and provides humor and a calm presence to volunteers, visitors and clients.

Ted said as a Christian man, he is doing the work that Jesus would want him to do. Helping the
residents of his community is important to Ted, and he enjoys

making people feel good through humor and his love of history. .
Ted said he feels retirees and seniors need to stay active and S :PE::TYU?,:K ?J;'Xe Egr
find something meaningful to do in order to thrive in their older ging
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Assembly Award:
Senior Citizen of the Year

AWARDEE:
Carolyn Mary Short

Ulster County

Carolyn Mary Short demonstrates the power of making a difference through civic
engagement. She was born in Philadelphia on March 19, 1938 while her father was still
active in the U.S. Navy. She was born on their way to his naval base in Virginia.

Carolyn’s career began in 1959 as an English teacher for 7th and 8th grade in the Kingston
School District. In 1963, she married and became a stay-at-home mother for her son,
Donald, and daughter, Eileen.

After raising her family, she kept busy with a variety of careers and especially enjoyed
being a social worker at the Ulster County Department of Social Services and an
educational coordinator at the county Health Department. She earned an M.S. in Public
Health at Lehman College (CUNY) at the age of 59.

Carolyn has been volunteering most of her life. She enjoys balancing her time between
the young and senior citizens alike. The local radio station WGHQ has the annual “Happy
Christmas Fund” and the Ulster County Office For the Aging has the “Blizzard Box.” As a
member of the Board of Directors, she helps raise money to give gift certificates to parents
of needy families. The Blizzard Box helps shut-in seniors with home delivered meals.

Her favorite program comes under the City of Kingston Recreation Department. It is called
the Intergenerational-After School Program. This allows seniors to interact with children.
Carolyn meets with the children for a Book Worm Class, a weekly reading and craft
program for toddlers. Carolyn does not accept any monetary reimbursement for any

of the crafts she supplies.

She just loves it and enjoys the children. Carolyn said her greatest reward from
volunteering is that “every kid deserves a grandmother.” Being chosen for Outstanding
Contribution By a Senior is a wonderful and unexpected
i NEWYORK | Officefor  reward because she didn’t get involved to be recognized,
OPPORTUNITY. the Aglng she said.
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
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AWARDEE:
John Bellman
Ulster County

John Beilman is an original rural “Renaissance Man.” He heats his house with wood he cuts
and splits himself. He raises rabbits, loves gardening and has provided for his family with a
true pioneer spirit.

John has dedicated his life to the Ellenville community, which is much richer because of
his sense of humor, hard work, and generosity. Touching people’s lives through his passion
for caring, inspiring others with acts of kindness and giving back to his community through
daily actions are his greatest rewards.

John started volunteering at Family of Ellenville more than 10 years ago without thinking
about getting anything out of it - he just wanted to support the not-for-profit agency six days
a week —yes, every week! He brings bread and groceries from Shoprite, ensuring that his
neighbors have enough to eat.

In addition, with his humble manner, keen sense of humor and fascinating stories he
developed a relationship with the staff and vendors at the supermarket to eliminate hunger.

John is 80 years old and is the former Superintendant of the Water and Sewer Depatment
— where he worked for 34 years. He is a lifelong resident of Ellenville. John and his wife,
Marie have been married for more than 60 years. They have four daughters,

six grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Office for
the Aging

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Corinda Crossdale, Director

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.




AWARDEE:

Thomas Johansen

Warren County

Tom is a lifelong resident of New York State. He was born in Laurelton and grew up in
Great Neck. He was employed for 37 years as a Government Property Analyst at Lockheed
Martin. While growing up he spent a lot of time in Brant Lake with his parents. After retiring
in 1998 he made it his permanent home.

Tom was vice-president of the Town of Horicon Historical Society for two years and has
been president for the last ten. He is a lifelong member of the Warren County Historical
Society and has served as chairman of the Collections Committee. He is a member of the
Board of the Friends of Horicon Free Public Library for the past six years. He served as

vice- president of North Warren Chamber of Commerce for three years and is now a board
member.

In 2011 he was appointed to the Warren County Bicentennial Committee for the March 12,
2013 Bicentennial. In 2004 he received the President’s Volunteer Service Award from the
President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation. A Certificate of Recognition was
awarded from Senator Elizabeth Little for receiving the 2004 RSVP Bronze President’s
Volunteer Service Award.

In 2005, Tom received the New York State Assembly Certificate of Merit from
Assemblywoman Teresa Sayward for being the recipient of the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program Service Award.

He also delivers meals for his local meal site. He is currently working on the restoration of
an church built in 1881 in Adirondack — a project of the Town of Horicon Historical Society.

He volunteers because he enjoys helping others, he said.

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
Corinda Crossdale, Director

Office for
the Aging




AWARDEE:
Lilllan Wood

Warren County

Lillian Wood is a lifelong New Yorker. She owned and operated the Schroon River
Campground for 20 years. She raised four children, and has eight grandchildren and 11
great-grandchildren.

Lillian is an invaluable volunteer at the Luzerne Senior Center. She does everything from
serving meals, cleaning up, and decorating for special events. She also serves as the
Senior Advisor and as the representative to the Warren County Council.

She can always be counted on to drive someone to a Dr.’s appointment, babysitting, or
paying a visit to a hospice patient. She is a strong supporter of veterans and volunteers at
both the VFW Post in Queensbury and the Luzerne American Legion Post. She has been
the recipient of the of the Veteran’s Administration Hospital Award for service at VA facilities
in both Albany and Saratoga.

She also visits the veteran’s home in Ballston Spa. In addition to her volunteering she is
active in the Red Hat Society.

She enjoys volunteering because she likes to give back, she said.
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AWARDEE:

Marcius Butterfield
Washington County

Marcius R. (Marty) Butterfield grew up in Whitingham, VT. After high school, he earned degrees
from the University of Vermont and the University of New Hampshire. In 1959 he married the
former Elna Senecal of Rutland, VT. The Butterfields have two children: Paul who is married to
Patricia Grimes and Phyllis who is married to Stephen Klapps. Paul and Patricia have one son,
Ethan.

Marty served four years in the United States Air Force before going into 4-H youth work serving
as Cheshire County 4-H Agent in Keene, NH, for 13 years. In 1992, Marty retired as Assistant
Director, Extension Youth and Family Programs, University of Delaware, after 30 years of lead-
ing Cooperative Extension programs. In 1997 Marty and Elna relocated to Argyle. They are
members of the Argyle Presbyterian Church. Marty enjoys working with wood, hunting, fishing,
and traveling. They have visited virtually every state in the U.S., most of the Canadian
provinces, as well as 30 countries.

Following retirement Marty became active in construction and renovation projects for Habitat for
Humanity in New Castle County, Delaware. In 2004, Marty went to Arcadia, FL to volunteer with
the rebuilding after Hurricane Charley. Marty also actively volunteered to repair houses through

the Schoharie County’s SALT project.

Marty is a very active member of his church, he has served as clerk of the works for a major
renovation project, building cabinets and shelving and storage units, repairing and repairing and
repairing various items, leading a weekly men’s bible study, preparing and serving refreshments
for the Fellowship Committee, participating on special committees, offering expertise and guid-
ance on projects, and serving numerous terms as a Trustee, usually chairing the board. Marty
was an early supporter of the Moseskill Marketplace, a local craft outlet, for which he served

as treasurer. He supports activities of the Friends of the Argyle Free Library and the Argyle Fire

Department.
NEWYORK | Office for benefiting and | enjoy helping others.” Marty feels he should contribute
grrorronm | the Aging  as much as he has received. He is always looking for future opportunities.
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor His nominator said “He has a servant heart, willing to help anyone at any
Corinda Crossdale, Director time.”

He said “I'm not looking for recognition because | feel I'm the one who is




AWARDEE:
Ruby Komarony
Washington County

Ruby is a lifelong resident of Argyle and is one of five children born to Mary and Lester
Lufkin.

She graduated from Argyle school in 1953. While working at a furniture store in Glens
Falls Ruby met her husband Daniel and they were married for 56 years until his passing in
2012. Ruby has two children, four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

In addition to raising a family, Ruby worked for the Argyle School in the cafeteria for 15
years and as a library aid for 17 years. She is also a former church Deacon for eight
years.

Ruby loves to attend her granddaughter’s volleyball games, crochet and read; one of her
favorite books is Evergreen by Belva Plain.

Ruby’s volunteering started when she was 14 when her mother strongly encouraged her
to help with Argyle’s annual turkey supper. Since then, Ruby has worn many hats including
volunteering for the local food pantry for 25 years, the Argyle Fire Auxiliary for 35 years,
and the American Legion — supporting the veteran members with community activities.
She’s served the library on the Board of Trustees and assists with book repairs. She has
also been active with the Argyle Senior Citizens Club.

Ruby enjoys volunteering because it makes her feel good, she said. Sometimes she has
to push herself, but is always happy afterward because of the rewarding feeling gets.
What started out as being “pushed” into volunteering at the age of 14 has led Ruby down
the path of lifelong civic-engagement.
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AWARDEE:

Donald Combes
Wayne County

Donald Combes has lived in Wayne County all his life. After college Don worked for eight
years at L.M. Berry as an artist, assistant art director and then art director handling ads
for the yellow pages. For a brief time he also volunteered at the Jewish Nursing Home in
Rochester, NY.

While back in college Don volunteered as an Ombudsman for three years before being
hired at his current employer. He has been employed at the Wayne County Department of
Aging and Youth for the past 28 years.

On a regular basis for the past 35 years, he has visited people in the area hospital and
nursing homes. In his church he sings in the choir and serves as the church historian.

He is part of a men’s group that helps seniors with repairs, does lawn work, wash windows,
etc. on Saturday mornings. On Sundays, he is the last person leaving church making sure
everything is turned off and locked up. He sets up for and cleans up after rummage sales.
He annually participates in the C.R.O.P. (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty)
Walk. Don volunteers for the Arcadia Historical Society and belongs to the Wayne Drumlin
Antique car club. He enjoys taking people for rides in his antique cars.

When asked about why he volunteers, Don says “| always have. Based on my Christian
faith and the great example my parents showed me in their everyday lives. It is important to
reach out and help other people. In return you need to be willing to accept help from other
people when you are the one in need.”
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AWARDEE:

Angelina Caserta
Englebert

Wyoming County

Angelina has lived in New York State for all 87 years of her life. She was born in Perry, lived
in Brooklyn through most of her childhood, and came back to Perry to work with her family
picking apples and to work at the Perry Knitting Mill.

She married Eugene Englebert (from Brooklyn) and settled back in Perry. She was a
homemaker raising three children (Rosetta, Joann, and Joe). After the loss of her oldest
daughter Rosetta, she raised her two grandsons, Joseph and Eugene. After raising two
generations of children she began volunteering at Livingston-Wyoming ARC in 1995.

Angelia has spent the last 20 years working with people with special needs at the local
ARC day treatments. There she has spent countless days and hours assisting with the daily
care of the consumers who have a variety of special needs. Her duties range from assisting
with feeding the consumers to playing games with them. She is affectionately known as one
the grandmas. Her knowledge of the consumers’ daily needs is a key staple to the excellent
care they receive on a daily basis.

After being a stay at home mother for more than 45 years and raising her children and
grandchildren, she found volunteering as an opportunity to begin a new phase of her life.
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AWARDEE:

no photo available

Seymour Scharf

Westchester County

Seymour Scharf was born in 1919 in a walk-up apartment house without the benefit of a
physician. His first language was Yiddish, and it was during the Great Depression in 1932
that Mr. Scharf had his Bar Mitzvah.

Mr. Scharf has lead an exciting life. He sang in a Gilbert and Sullivan production in the
Glee Club at New York University. He also acted in the Long Island Gilbert and Sullivan
Choral group. He traveled around the world twice visiting all continents, including India and
Nepal searching for and finding the Royal Bengal Tiger. He also visited Eastern Europe
Concentration Camps. He voyaged to the tip of South America and spent three days at
Carnivale in Rio de Janiero.

He received a B.A. degree in Economics and took graduate studies at NYU and CCNY.
In 1944, he met his wife Eve, an artist who was born in Berlin, Germany. They were married
for 63 years, and had three sons.

He moved from Long Island in 1985 to Westchester County in Hartsdale. A CertifiedPublic
Accountant, he was a managing partner of a six partner firm in New York City. He ran a
marine transportation company for five years, supplying petroleum products to Westchester
and Long Island. He has been a fiduciary since 1945.

As a major donor of the Greenburgh Library, he provided funds for its extensive activities.
As a member and President of the Hartsdale Rotary Club, he provided funds and services
for the many improvements in the town. As treasurer for Stone Oaks condominium he
engineered $100,000 installation of an underground sprinkling system, and put on two Ice
shows at the Woodlands High School to raise funds for the Rotary Club’s Polio Plus world-
wide activities.
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He remembers his greatest accomplishment as giving a
young lady a new life away from anti-Semitism.
Office for He greatly enjoys volunteering and assisting others.
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