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State Office for the Aging Celebrates Senior Citizens’ Day by Honoring Older Volunteers

The New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) held its annual Senior Citizens’ Day Celebration on May 6, 2014 at the Egg on the Empire State Plaza in Albany, NY.  More than 200 attendees were on hand to celebrate the contributions made by older New Yorkers to their communities through volunteerism and civic engagement.  Each year in New York, nearly 700,000 older adults contribute 119 million hours of volunteer service valued at $3.35 billion.  

Governor Andrew Cuomo proclaimed May 6, 2014 Older New Yorkers Appreciation Day in New York State.  In a letter to the honorees, Governor Cuomo said, “Today, we honor a group of wonderful seniors who are dedicated to serving their communities.  They illustrate the positive impact and power that volunteering can have on the life of one person or on the quality of life for an entire neighborhood.  I applaud and congratulate your each of you for your spirit of volunteerism, civic involvement, and accomplishments over many years.”

Senior Citizens’ Day is celebrated in New York during May, which is Older Americans Month and is organized by NYSOFA.  The event recognizes and celebrates the outstanding contributions of older New Yorkers who are improving their communities through volunteer activity.  NYSOFA Acting Director, Corinda Crossdale welcomed the honorees who travelled to Albany from counties throughout the state to take part in the celebration.  Each was recognized for their tireless efforts to improve the lives of people of all ages in his or her community.  The honorees had been nominated through a process initiated by their local office for the aging. (See the list of honorees by county.)

“Our older adults helped to make New York the Empire State, and their continued involvement in communities and neighborhoods will enable New York to be the best it has ever been,” Director Crossdale said.  “The outstanding individuals being honored




here today collectively represent over 5,950 years of life experience and 2,249 years of community service experience.  Multiply that by the hundreds of thousands of older volunteers in the state, and you will realize the enormous impact that older New Yorkers have on the quality of life of citizens in our State.  We recognize and honor them for their contributions.” 

One of the highlights of the ceremony was the reading of the Governor’s Proclamation and the individualized recognition of older volunteers who traveled from across the state to be in Albany.
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For information about NYSOFA programs and services, visit www.aging.ny.gov.  A statewide senior citizens help line is available to all those seeking information on aging programs. The toll free help line number is 1-800-342-9871.
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