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Questions to be Considered by State Agencies

New York’s demographic profile is changing. In 2015, the Baby Boomers in New York- 4.5 million people, or 24 percent of our population – will be over age 50. One in five New Yorkers will be 60 years of age or older. By 2030, there will be more people over the age of 65 than under the age of 15 in our country. These trends are consistent with trends around the world; some countries will see these population shifts sooner, and some countries are experiencing the effects of the demographic changes now.

In 2002, Governor Pataki has invited New York State agencies to consider the impact of the changing demographics within our agencies and on state government. The following questions will frame the process that will be used during this year to prepare a product that reflects state agencies’ thinking.

1. Consider the impact of the State’s changing demographics on your agency. What are your agency’s overarching policy issues, direction, program considerations, changing constituency needs, and management issues related to these changing demographics?


2. Some agencies may already have begun to address the impact. If yours has done so, please describe what your agency currently us doing to address or respond to these anticipated changes (include overarching policies, programs, etc.)


3. What recommended actions could your agency take in the next five to seven years to address the priorities you have identified that reflect the impact of the anticipated demographic changes? [(Also, consider collaborative approaches among state agencies and how such collaborations could fit into an overall state planning process.)]


4.  What are several results (outcomes) you expect to achieve through your recommended actions? [List several benchmarks (indicators) that would measure your agency’s progress in achieving these goals.]
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