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 PART N
 
Section 1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this act is to seek public input about the creation of an office of community living with the goal of providing improvements in service delivery and improved program outcomes that would result from the expansion of community living integration services for older adults and persons of all ages with disabilities.
   
§ 2. Data and information collection. 

(1) The director of the state office for the aging, in collaboration with other state agencies, will consult with stakeholders, providers, individuals and their families to gather data and information on the creation of an office for community living. Areas of focus shall include, but not be limited to,  furthering the  goals  of  the governor's Olmstead plan, strengthening the No Wrong Door approach to accessing information and services, reinforcing  initiatives  of  the  Balancing  Incentive Program, creating opportunities to better leverage  resources,  evaluating  methods  for  service  delivery improvements, and analyzing the fiscal impact of creating such an office on  services, individuals and providers.  The state office for the aging shall also examine recent federal  initiatives  to  create  an  administration on community living; and examine other states' efforts to expand services  supporting  community  living  integration,  and  local and/or regional coordination efforts within New York. 

(2) In order to ensure meaningful public input and  comment  regarding the  activities  of  subdivision  one  of this section, there shall be a series of public meetings held across the state, organized  to  ensure that  stakeholders  in all regions of the state are afforded an opportunity to comment.
 
§ 3. Reporting. The director of the state office for the aging shall submit to the governor, and to the temporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assembly, a report and recommendations by December 15, 2015, that outlines the results and findings associated with the aforementioned collection of data and solicitation of feedback. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the director’s assessment, after taking into consideration input from all stakeholders, whether establishment of such an office would be beneficial to the populations served and the state as a whole, the information gathered to make such assessment, an analysis of all information gathered, all alternatives considered, the impact and effect any proposed change may have on existing  programs  and services, and an assessment of related fiscal impacts on localities, the  state  and  non-governmental  entities  serving  the elderly and disabled communities in each of the respective communities.
 
§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately.

