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DATE: December 2, 2020 
 
TO:  Area Agency on Aging Directors 
 
SUBJECT:  The Supporting Older Americans Act of 2020 
 
........................................................................................................................................ 
 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this Information Memorandum is to inform the Area 
Agencies on Aging (“AAAs”) of recent amendments to the Older Americans Act.  
 
BACKGROUND: On March 25, 2020, the United States Congress passed legislation 
entitled The Supporting Older Americans Act of 2020 (“the Act”) (Public Law 116-131). 
The Act reauthorizes funds made available under the Older Americans Act (“OAA”) and 
also makes several amendments to the OAA.  
 
Below is a list identifying certain amendments that NYSOFA identified as important for 
Area Agencies on Aging to be aware of.  
 
 
Fiscal Provisions 
 

• OAA appropriations for the Administration for Community Living’s (ACL) 

administrative expenses and certain activities identified in Section 216 of the 

OAA have been reauthorized through 2024.  

• Section 303 of the OAA has been amended to reauthorize Title III funding 

through 2024 and to provide updated appropriation amounts for this period. 

Section 304 of the OAA is also amended to reflect revised formulas for state 
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allotments under Title III.  

• Section 411 of the OAA has been amended to reauthorize funding under Title IV 

(Activities for Health, Independence, and Longevity) through 2024 and to provide 

updated appropriation amounts for this period. 

• Section 308 of the OAA has been amended to provide for increased limits on 

administrative expenses using Title III funding, as follows: 

o If the amount appropriated under OAA Section 303 does not exceed 

$800,000: Administrative expenses were previously limited to the greater 

of 5% of the appropriation under OAA Section 304(a)(1) or $300,000. The 

limit has been increased to allow the greater of the combined 

appropriations under 304(a)(1) and 373(f) or $300,000. 

o If the amount appropriated under OAA Section 303 exceeds $800,000: 

Administrative expenses were previously limited to the greater of 5% of 

the appropriation under OAA Section 304(a)(1) or $500,000. Both 

possibilities have been increased to allow for administrative expenses 

equaling the greater of the combined appropriations under OAA Sections 

304(a)(1) and 373(f) or $750,000. 

• Section 373 of the OAA previously contained a limitation on Title III-E funding 

stating that a “State may use not more than 10 percent of the total Federal and 

non-Federal share available to the State to provide support services to older 

relative caregivers.” This limitation has been eliminated and ACL is to submit a 

report within 18 months on the impact of its removal.   

 

 

Amendments to definition of “disease prevention and health promotion services” 

 

Several amendments have been made to the definition of “disease prevention and 

health promotion services” in OAA Section 102(14):  

• Routine health screenings included in the definition at OAA Section 102(14)(B) 

now include screening for immunization status and screening for malnutrition. 

• The definition now includes screening for suicide risk at OAA Section 102(14)(G). 

• OAA Section 102(14)(H) has been added so that the definition now includes 

“screening for fall-related traumatic brain injury and other fall-related injuries, 

coordination of treatment, rehabilitation and related services, and referral 

services related to such injury or injuries.” 
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• OAA Section 102(14)(L) has been added to now include “services that are a part 

of responses to a public health emergency or emerging health threat.”  

• OAA Section 102(14)(N) has been added to now include “screening for the 

prevention of negative health effects associated with social isolation and 

coordination of supportive services and health care to address negative health 

effects associated with social isolation.”  

• Evidence-based health promotion programs under OAA Section 102(14)(D) now 

include programs related to the prevention and mitigation of infectious disease 

and vaccine-preventable disease, the prevention of sexually transmitted 

diseases, and chronic pain management. 

 

 

Provisions Relating to Assistive Technology 

 

• OAA Section 102(8)(C) has been added to provide a definition for “State 

Assistive Technology Entity.”  

• A provision has been added at OAA Section 306(a)(6)(I) that Area Plans shall 

provide that the AAA will, “to the extent feasible, coordinate with the State 

agency to disseminate information about the State assistive technology entity 

and access to assistive technology options for serving older individuals.” The 

State assistive technology entity for New York State is the Justice Center for the 

Protection of People with Special Needs. More information is available at 

https://www.justicecenter.ny.gov/traid-program. 

 

 

Provisions Relating to Traumatic Brain Injury  

 

• A definition for “traumatic brain injury” has been added at OAA Section 102(55)  

• “Screening for fall-related traumatic brain injury and other fall-related injuries, 

coordination of treatment, rehabilitation and related services, and referral 

services related to such injury or injuries” is now identified within the definition for 

“disease prevention and health promotion services” at Section 102(14)(H). 

• Title III-B grants for supportive services designed to provide health screening 

identified in Section 321(a)(8) of the OAA now include “traumatic brain injury 

screening.”  

https://www.justicecenter.ny.gov/traid-program
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• Programs authorized under Title IV (Activities for Health, Independence, and 

Longevity) for building public awareness of cognitive impairments in OAA Section 

411(a)(12) now include traumatic brain injury. 

 

 

Provisions Relating to Social Isolation 

 

• “Screening for the prevention of negative health effects associated with social 

isolation and coordination of supportive services and health care to address 

negative health effects associated with social isolation” is now identified within 

the definition for “disease prevention and health promotion services” at OAA 

Section 102(14)(N). 

• Title III-B grants for supportive services designed to provide health screening 

identified in OAA Section 321(a)(8) now include “screening for negative health 

effects associated with social isolation.” 

• OAA Section 321(a)(25) has been added to include grants for “services that 

promote or support social connectedness and reduce negative health effects 

associated with social isolation” under Title III-B supportive services. 

• OAA Section 411(a)(18) has been added, which authorizes projects under Title 

IV (Activities for Health, Independence, and Longevity) “that address negative 

health effects associated with social isolation among older individuals.”  

• Promoting “reduced social isolation and improved participant social 

connectedness” has been added at OAA Section 417(a)(1)(C) as an objective of 

Demonstration, Support, and Research Projects for Multigenerational and Civic 

Engagement Activities under Title IV. 

 

 

Provisions Relating to Caregiver Services 

 

• The RAISE Family Caregivers Act, which is administered by ACL in conjunction 
with Title III-E, has been extended for an additional year. Enacted on July 7, 
2018, the Act included a sunset provision providing that it will expire 3 years after 
the date of enactment; this has been amended to 4 years after the date of 
enactment.  

• The definition of “family caregiver” in Section 302(3) of the OAA has been 

amended to clarify that it includes those providing care to an older individual or to 

an individual “of any age” with Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder with 

neurological and organic brain dysfunction. 
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• A definition for “caregiver assessment” has been added under Title III-E at OAA 

Section 372(a)(1). 

• OAA Section 373(b) has been amended to provide that support services 

provided under Title III-E “may be informed through the use of caregiver 

assessments.”  

• A provision has been added at OAA Section 373(j) directing the Assistant 

Secretary, within one year, to provide technical assistance on conducting 

assessments, implementing consistent assessments, and implementing 

caregiver support service plans. This technical assistance “may include sharing 

available tools or templates, comprehensive assessment protocols, and best 

practices.”  

 

 

Other Amendments  

 

• OAA Section 306(a)(4)(B)(i)(VII) has been amended to include survivors of the 

Holocaust among those populations for which special emphasis must be placed 

in AAA outreach efforts.  

• The requirement found in the nutrition standards at OAA Section 339(2)(A)(iii) 

that meals “to the maximum extent practicable, are adjusted to meet any special 

dietary needs of program participants,” has been amended to specifically include 

“meals adjusted for cultural considerations and preferences and medically 

tailored meals.”  

• A definition for “person-centered, trauma-informed” services has been added at 

Section 102(41) of the OAA. Providing person-centered, trauma-informed 

services has also been added as an objective of the OAA at Section 101(2). 

 
Please note that the list above is not exhaustive and does not include every amendment 
made to the OAA by the Act. The Act contains several provisions not identified above, 
including provisions that do not make statutory changes to the OAA. 
 
Below is a list of links to additional resources that may be of assistance: 
 

• https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4334/text. The full text of the 

Supporting Older Americans Act of 2020.  

• https://d2mkcg26uvg1cz.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/Supporting-Older-

Americans-Act-of-2020-Section-by-Section.pdf. This is the Congressional Committee’s 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4334/text
https://d2mkcg26uvg1cz.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/Supporting-Older-Americans-Act-of-2020-Section-by-Section.pdf
https://d2mkcg26uvg1cz.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/Supporting-Older-Americans-Act-of-2020-Section-by-Section.pdf
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section-by-section summary of the Supporting Older Americans Act of 2020 identifying 

and describing each section of the Act in chronological order.  

• https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/about-acl/2020-

04/Older%20Americans%20Act%20Of%201965%20as%20amended%20by%20Public%

20Law%20116-131%20on%203-25-2020.pdf. This contains the full text of the Older 

Americans Act as recently amended.  

• https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-act. Additional information 

on the 2020 Reauthorization provided by the Administration for Community Living. 

 

PROGRAMS AFFECTED:  Title III-B  Title III-C-1  Title III-C-2 

 
 Title III-D 

 
 Title III-E 

 
 CSE 

 
 WIN 

 
 Energy 

 
 EISEP 

 
 NSIP 

 
 Title V 

 
 HIICAP 

 
 LTCOP 

 

 NY Connects 

 

 Other: 

 

CONTACT PERSON: Please contact your Aging Services Representative with any 
questions. 

https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/about-acl/2020-04/Older%20Americans%20Act%20Of%201965%20as%20amended%20by%20Public%20Law%20116-131%20on%203-25-2020.pdf
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/about-acl/2020-04/Older%20Americans%20Act%20Of%201965%20as%20amended%20by%20Public%20Law%20116-131%20on%203-25-2020.pdf
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/about-acl/2020-04/Older%20Americans%20Act%20Of%201965%20as%20amended%20by%20Public%20Law%20116-131%20on%203-25-2020.pdf
https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-act

